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Abstract

Theology, or knowing God, although by definition a
theoretical discipline, is a practical approach due to
its characteristics, missions, and goals of prophets
and religious leaders. Therefore, the end of the vari-
ous branches of theology, including theoretical (philo-
sophical), historical (narrative), systematic (scriptur-
al), and dogmatic (doctrinal) theology, etc., is prac-
tical theology; in other words, the objectification of
knowledge into action. But there is no consensus on
a what exactly practical theology is. In this article, while
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explaining the history of the advent of this term in ac-
ademia, we have referred to the evolution of its mean-
ing, and we have proposed two terms of “efficiency”
and “application” in order to better distinguish the
meanings of practical theology.

Also, in the discussion of the necessities of practical
theology, we introduced the levels and strata of the
agents and those involved in the religiosity of society,
and in this regard, while considering the historical
and geographical requirements of the society, we have
proposed three strategic factors in this regard. The
theology of place and the challenges of the dichoto-
mous concept of the secular and the sacred in the ob-
jectification and expansion of religious culture in the
city and the world of believers are also important top-
ics in practical theology that we have discussed here.
At the end, in order to make the proposed essence and
necessities concrete, we have reviewed the life of one
of the influential figures and exemplars in the con-
temporary Muslim community in Iran and Lebanon,
namely Seyed Musa Sadr.

Keywords: Practical Theology, Theology efficiency/appli-
cation, Place secular/sacred, Religion liturgical/responsive.
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