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Abstract

This research explores the concept of compassion toward

creation in Sufism and its impact on environmental
protection. Shafaqa refers to mercy, compassion, and a
sense of concern for others, driven by kindness and a fear of
something harmful befalling them. In Sufi terms, it signifies
tenderheartedness toward others, with goodwill for all of
God’s creation and a willingness to endure hardships
for their well-being. Compassion, as one of the central
moral principles of Sufism, is heavily emphasized in Sufi

sources. It is even described as the hallmark of prophets
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and saints, with the belief that reaching high spiritual
ranks is impossible without compassion for creation.
Compassion holds an active presence within the triad of
Sharia, Tariqat, and Haqiqga, and it has significant spiritual
effects on seekers. By cultivating the self, overcoming
carnal desires, and purifying one’s morals, an individual is
freed from selfishness and begins to see all beings as part
of themselves. Through intuitive and inner knowledge, the
seeker perceives all existence as immersed in unity, and
like God, interacts with the world through compassion and
kindness, caring for all of creation. This perspective offers
a framework for society to engage constructively with the
environment, improve damaged ecosystems, and address
environmental crises. In this qualitative research, a content
analysis approach was employed, utilizing Braun and
Clarke’s method. Documents related to compassion toward
creation were collected, categorized, and analyzed from the
first-hand works of Islamic mysticism available from the
3rd to 11th centuries AH.

Keywords: Compassion, environment, Sufism, living
beings, environmental crisis.
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