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Abstract

Practical theology, as an interdisciplinary field, seeks to investigate
and analyze individual and social actions through a theological frame-

work. Richard Osmer identifies four key questions and tasks for prac-

tical theology: 1. What is going on? (the descriptive-empirical task), 2.
Why is this going on? (the interpretative task), 3. What ought to be go-
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ing on? (the normative task), and 4. How might we respond? (the prag-
matic task). In recent decades, the cognitive science of religion (CSR)
has contributed significantly to fulfilling both the descriptive-empirical
and interpretative tasks of practical theology. CSR, a research program
within religious studies, aims to formulate hypotheses and theories
based on observed patterns, correlations, and causal relationships. Ex-
perts in CSR draw on neuroscience, cognitive science, and evolution-
ary psychology to explore and explain religious thoughts, beliefs, and
behaviors. Their experimental methods objectively examine and mea-
sure various aspects of behavior, rituals, and religious convictions. The
central question remains: To what extent can practical theology rely
on empirical research from CSR to understand and explain religious
beliefs and behaviors?

Keywords: cognitive science of religion, naturalization of religion,
tasks of practical theology, cognitive psychology, costly signaling theo-
ry, methodology of religious studies.
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