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Abstract

Introduction: The punishment of Tashhir (public exposure), meaning public identifying
and introducing an offender to society, is among the punishments found in Islamic
jurisprudence and Iranian criminal law. Despite Islam's emphasis on the principle of inherent
human dignity and the sanctity of individual honor, this punishment has been established as
an exception in specific cases and for defined objectives. The main goal of this article is to
explore the jurisprudential and criminological foundations of the punishment of Tashhir,
examine its criminal nature, and analyze its compliance with the governing principles of
punishment in the Iranian legal system.

Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. By relying on
jurisprudential sources, substantive laws (such as the Islamic Penal Code and the Code of

Criminal Procedure), and criminological perspectives, it analyzes the punishment of
Tashhir.

Findings: The analysis shows that Iranian laws do not precisely define "publicity,” resulting
in no suitable mechanism or model for its implementation. As a utilitarian punishment aimed
at societal deterrence, any proposed model must reflect this purpose. The key criterion for
prescribing publicity is the crime's connection to "public trust".

Conclusion: The punishment of Tashhir aligns with jurisprudential foundations and
preventive objectives in Islamic law. However, its effective implementation in the Iranian
legal system requires the establishment of a transparent legal framework, precise
determination of crimes deserving Tashhir (primarily crimes against public trust), and the
preparation of media and cultural appendices to secure public opinion cooperation. Without
these requirements, not only does the efficacy of this punishment diminish, but it may also
lead to adverse social effects.

Keywords: Publicity of Criminals, Public Announcement of Crime, Public Pnnouncement
of Criminal, Criminology.
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