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Abstract

he basis of "Apophatic Theology" (llahiyyat-e Tanzihi) in the
T thought of Qadt Sa Td can be sought through two distinct yet in-
terrelated approaches: the ontological approach and the episte-
mological approach. The epistemological system of Qadt Sa td's
thought is delineated in harmony with the three worlds of " sense (hiss), the
soul (nafs), and intellect (‘agl)." These created worlds, while maintaining
proportionality and homogeneity, are known within the cognitive apparatus
of "sense, imagination (khayal), and intellect," and a definition and descrip-
tion of each is obtained. From Qadr Sa Td Qummr's viewpoint, knowledge
(ilm) is encompassment of a thing, and cognition necessitates a kind of
"vison" (ru‘'yah). Sensory and imaginative cognition is accompanied by
"occurrence upon the thing and attainment to it,”" while intellectual cogni-
tionisachieved through "the return of the intellective subject ('agil) to itself
and the observation of theintelligible (ma ‘qiil), " requiring a kind of "vision"
and "homogeneity" (sinhiyat). Although there may be another type of knowl-
edge, other than "sense, imagination, and intellect,” which does not require
homogeneity and smilitude (mithliyyat) and is not dependent on the "exis-
tence of the known" (wujiid-e ma liim). The limitations of the human process
of acquiring knomedge deprive it of the ability to cross the positive bound-
aries of knowing the Divine Essence and Attributes, thus establishing an
" Apophatic Theology." This theology is accompanied by the recognition of
human limitsand hisadmission of inability to comprehend thereality (kunh)
and modality of the Divine Essence and Attributes. Apophatic Theology is
the foundation for glorifying and venerating God Almighty and focusing on
the Divine Attributes of Action (sifat-e fi'li), and it is the path of love and
devotion to His Presence, the Glorified and the Exalted.
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