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Introduction: Global fisheries and aquaculture production play a crucial role in
ensuring food supply and food security, constituting one of the largest global food
trade sectors. Most governments support their fisheries sectors to achieve
objectives such as maintaining coastal employment, improving fishers’ welfare,
ensuring the sustainability of fishery resources, enhancing food production, and
strengthening sovereignty over disputed waters. However, in many cases, these
support measures can lead to unintended and sometimes adverse consequences.
One of the main challenges in assessing the effectiveness and impacts of such
policies lies in the shortage of comprehensive and comparable information in the
fisheries and aquaculture sectors. To address this issue, the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has developed the Fisheries
Support Estimate (FSE) indicator as a standardized tool for measuring and
evaluating government support policies in this field. Despite its comprehensive
nature and wide application among OECD member countries, no study has yet
introduced or examined this indicator in the context of Iran. Therefore, the main
objective of this research is to introduce and describe the FSE index based on
OECD methodologies and to highlight its significance for fisheries policy and
management in Iran.
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Materials and Methods: This research is applied in nature and follows a
descriptive—analytical approach. It relies on library and documentary sources,
including official OECD reports, peer-reviewed scientific articles, and data
available in the OECD database. The OECD methodology was used to examine
the structure and calculation method of the Fisheries Support Estimate (FSE),
focusing on its components, coverage, and classification framework. This
approach enabled the study to outline how the FSE identifies, measures, and
categorizes different forms of fisheries support such as budgetary transfers,
service provisions, and management assistance. The research framework provides
a foundation for understanding how the FSE can be utilized to assess the
transparency and efficiency of fisheries policies.

Results and Discussion: The findings of this study reveal that the FSE index
provides a systematic, transparent, and comparable mechanism for evaluating
government support in the fisheries sector. It distinguishes between support
measures that enhance sustainability and those that may create economic
distortions or ecological risks. The analysis demonstrates that measuring and
classifying fisheries support policies using the FSE framework involves four
essential aspects: recognizing the necessity of government intervention, defining
the objectives of fisheries support, determining the scope and classification of
policy instruments, and assessing their economic and environmental effects.
Applying this indicator allows policymakers to identify the effectiveness of
support mechanisms, evaluate their alignment with sustainable fisheries
management, and compare national practices with international standards.
Therefore, introducing the FSE framework in Iran could improve evidence-based
policymaking, increase data transparency, and strengthen governance in the
fisheries and aquaculture sectors.

Conclusions: Based on the results, it is recommended that Iran’s fisheries
authorities establish the necessary databases and data collection systems to
calculate and monitor the FSE indicator according to national conditions.
Revising and harmonizing existing fisheries support policies with the OECD
framework and ongoing agricultural reforms will be essential for improving
transparency and efficiency. Incorporating the FSE index into Iran’s policy
assessment process can enhance policy accountability, ensure more efficient



resource allocation, and contribute to the sustainable development of fisheries and
aquaculture industries.
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