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Context and purpose. Knowledge is a prerequisite for the precise management of any participatory
project. This research was conducted with the aim of investigating the dimensions of knowledge of
managing participatory agricultural and rural development projects in Iran.

Methodol ogy/approach. This is a qualitative research of thematic analysis type. Respondents,
which were selected using the snowball method, included experts who experienced working in
participatory agricultural and rural development projects at the national level (N: 18).

Findings and conclusions. Findings show that the management of participatory agricultural and
rural development projects requires 8 main types of knowledge, which include time, sustainability,
human resource, stakeholders, communication, quality, cost and risk management, the most
important of which is "time management". The issue of sustainability is in the second place and the
issue of human resource management is in the third place. Suggestions for improvement of

knowledge on each eight dimensions of knowledge are presented at the end.

Originality/innovation. In this research, the dimensions of project management knowledge in
participatory projects and in the rural context have been explained, which are comparable to the

dimensions of the global standard Project Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK).

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. Managing participatory projects is of utmost importance when the satisfaction of the
people involved is a real issue for the project team. Therefore, knowledge is of project management is very
important. This research was conducted with the aim of investigating the dimensions of knowledge of
managing participatory agricultural and rural development projects in Iran.

Methodology/approach. This is a qualitative research of thematic analysis type. Respondents, which were
selected using the snowball method, included experts who experienced working in participatory agricultural
and rural development projects at the national level (N: 18).

Findings and conclusions. Findings show that the management of participatory agricultural and rural
development projects requires 8 main types of knowledge, which include time, sustainability, human
resource, stakeholders, communication, quality, cost and risk management, the most important of which is
"time management"”. The issue of sustainability is in the second place and the issue of human resource
management is in the third place. Suggestions for improvement of knowledge on each eight dimensions of
knowledge are presented at the end. Some key recommendations include starting the dialogue with people
from positive points such as strenghs and opportunities insteade of problems and threats. Also it is necessary
to keep small groups focus on SMART objectives. Future studies on knowledge of managing specific
participatory rural and agricultural projects is needed.

Originality/innovation. In this research, the dimensions of project management knowledge in participatory
projects and in the rural context have been explained, which are comparable to the dimensions of the global

standard Project Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK).
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