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Context and purpose.

This study examines the factors influencing farmers' willingness to establish agricultural cooperatives in Khorramabed
Township.

Methodology/approach. Theresearch adopts an applied approach with a causal-relational design. T hestatistical population
comprises all farmers in Khorramabad T ownship, totaling 25,858 individuals. T he sample size of 375was determined using
Morgan and Karjesi's table, employing a three-stage cluster sampling method. Data collection utilized a researcher-developed
questionnaire based on Ajzen's theory of planned behavior. Structural equation modeling via Smart -PLS software was
employed to analyze the theoretical framework.

Findingsand conclusions. Data analysis indicates a satisfactory fit of the research model. Results reveal that attitude exerts
the greatest influence on farmers' intention to join agricultural cooperatives. Moreover, the structural equation analysis
demonstrates that behavioral beliefs significantly impact farmers' attitudes toward cooperative formation. Specifically,
farmers' perceptions of the potential outcomes of cooperative formation shape their attitudes. Farmers express intention to
form agricultural cooperatives due to anticipated benefits such as increased production, reduced unemployment, lower
marketing costs, risk mitigation, decreased migration, and protection against price fluctuations.

20 Decerber 2024 Orriginality. Previous studies have addressed factors influencing farmers' participation in cooperatives using diverse

methodologies but often overlooked psychological dimensions, resulting in fragmented findings. This study contributes by
investigating farmers' willingness to form agricultural cooperatives in Khorramabad city through Ajzen's theory of planned
behavior, thus providing a more comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. Establishing and sustaining agricultural cooperatives are pivotal for rural communities and
agricultural sector development. However, realizing their potential necessitates active farmer involvement.
Understanding the factors influencing farmer participation in cooperative formation is crucial for informed planning and
execution to bolster cooperative expansion and foster agricultural and rural development. This study aims to explore
these factors within Khorramabad Township.

Methodol ogy/approach. This research adopts an applied causal-relational approach. The statistical population
comprises all farmers in Khorram Abad city, totaling 25,858 individuals. Using Morgan and Karjesi's table, a sample
size of 375 was determined. The three-stage cluster sampling method was employed for sample selection. The research
instrument, a researcher-developed questionnaire, comprised two parts: the first focused on respondents' personal
characteristics, while the second measured farmers' intention to participate in cooperatives based on Ajzen's theoretical
model. Validity was assessedthroughexpert review, while reliability was determined using Cronbach's alpha co efficient.
Descriptive and inferential statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS2s and Smart PLS; software. Structural
equation modeling, employing the partial least squares method, was utilized to test hypotheses and assess model fit.
Construct validity was assessed through the Average Variance Extracted Index, while model reliability was evaluated
using the combined reliability index

Findings and conclusions. Data analysis indicates a satisfactory fit of the research model. Attitude emerges as the
strongest predictor of farmers' intention to join agricultural cooperatives. Furthermore, behavioral beliefs significantly
influence farmers' attitudes towards cooperative formation, indicating that perceptions of potential outcomes shape
attitudes. Farmers express intention to form agricultural cooperatives due to anticipated benefits such as increased
production, reduced unemployment, lower marketing costs, risk mitigation, decreased migration, and protection against
price fluctuations.

Originality. Previous studies have often overlooked psychological dimensions and lacked coherence. This study fills
this gap by investigating factors influencing farmer willingness to form agricultural cooperatives in Khorram Abad city
using Ajzen's theory of planned behavior, offering a more integrated and nuanced understanding of the phenomenon.
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