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Context and purpose: One of the most effective solutions to encourage the participation of rural people, which also makes the
distribution process fair, is the establishment and launch of various organizations such as cooperatives. The plan to form cooperatives,
including handwoven carpet cooperatives, is largely compatible with such a strategy; Therefore, the current research was conducted
to investigate the individual and collective dimensions of the members of Shahrekord handwoven carpet cooperatives.

Methodology: The current research is in the category of quantitative research in terms of paradigm and the category of applied research
in terms of purpose. The statistical population of the research included 1441 members of 20 handwoven carpet cooperatives active in
the established villages of Shahrekord city, and the sample size was determined to be 140 using Cochran's formula. The method of
random sampling was determined by taking advantage of the available sample, and interview, observations, and researcher-made
questionnaires were used to collect information. Data analysis was done in two parts, descriptive and inferential, with the benefit of
central tendency and dispersion indices and structural equation analysis using SPSS and Amos software.

Findings and conclusions: According to the research findings, in the individual part, creating mental values (q47) with a factor load
of 0.91 and in the collective part, strengthening and improving social capital (q55) with a factor load of 0.90 is more important than
other factors. Also, the index/item "tendency to collective innovation" with an average of 3.30 and a standard deviation of 0.96 received
the highest rank and the index of "participating in various exhibitions" with an average of 3.00 and a standard deviation of 1.19 received
the lowest rank. According to the obtained results, the production of weavers who are members of handwoven carpet cooperatives is
more than the weavers who are not members. Likewise, according to the members, the raw materials prepared by the cooperati ve have
been better than the raw materials available in the market, and although the handwoven carpet cooperatives have been able to reduce
middlemen and brokers by advertising and marketing the cooperatives, and reduce the defects and bottlenecks in the market, citing
The findings obtained from the research sometimes the cooperative itself plays the role of broker

Originality and innovation: No study has been done regarding the handwoven carpet cooperatives of Shahrekord City. T herefore,

this research aims to shed light on the path of this cooperative in the direction of developing rural areas and achieving sustainable rural
development by studying and providing opportunities.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Contextand purpose. Oneof the most effective ways to increase the participation of rural people, which also makes thedistribution process fair, is the
establishment and launch of various organizations such as cooperatives. The plan to form cooperatives, including rural carpet cooperatives, is mostly
compatible with such a strateay. Therefore, the current research was conducted to investigate the ruralhandwoven camet cooperatives in Shahrekord city.
Methodology/approach. This research was conducted to investigate the individual and collective aspects of the members of Shahrekord handwoven carpet
cooperatives. The statistical population in this study includes 1441 members of 20 handwoven carpet cooperatives in villages located in Shahrekord city.
In this study, the cluster sampling method was used. 140 members were selected as the research samplesize. To collect data, interviews, observation, and
researcher-made questionnaires were used. To determinethe face validity of the questionnaire, a panel of experts was used and their corrective comments
were applied to confirm the face validity. To determine the reliability of the research tool, Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used, and this value was
obtained as 0.976. In the following, the questionnaires were based on the proportional assianment method, among the villages of the city (based on the
information provided by the Department of Cooperatives, Labor, and Social Welfare). To analvze the data, descriptive tests (mean, standard deviation, and
coefficient of variation) and inferential tests (factor analysis, regression, Pearson correlation, and non-parametric mean comparison tests) were used using
SPSS and AMOS software to explain the model and analyze the structural equations.

Findings and conclusions. Thefindinas showthat the minimum and maximum ages of the respondents are 25 and 64, respectively, and the averace ace
of the respondents is44.27 years. The statistical population of the respondents is estimated to be relatively youna, and 18. 6% of the sampled people were
heads of households. 4.3 percent of the illiterate people, 15.7 percent of the studied people had literacy level of reading and writing, 14.3 percent of the
people had elementary education, 21.4 percent of the middle schoolpeople, 25.7 percent of the people had a diploma and 18.6 percent of the people had a
university education. 17.1% of the surveved households have a household size of 3 people or less, and 30% of them have a household size of 4 people. The
total number of households with 5 people is equal to 42 households, which accounts for 30% of the sample size. Finally, the number of households with
more than 5 people is 32 households (equivalent to 22.9 percent). The highest membership history of people in the society is 2 years and less with 28.6
percent of peopleand the lowest membership history with 17.1 percent is related to more than 10 vears of membership history and the history between 2
and5 years has the highest percentage. The findings of the research indicate that in theindividual dimension, the "skilltraining™ index/item with an averace
of 3.20 and the "“creatina subjective values" index with an average of 3.67 received the lowest rank. Also, in the collective dimension of the index/item
“Tendency to collective innovation" with an average of 3.30 has the highest rank, and the "Participation in various exhibitions" index with an average of
3.00 hasthe lowest rank. It should be noted that the overall average of the individual dimensionis 3.29 (out of 5) and the overall average of the collective
dimensionis 3.09 (out of 5), which indicates the high impact of the individual and collective dimensions of handwoven carpet cooperatives in the society
under study. Inthe modeling of structural equations inthe individual part, creating mental values (g4 7) with a factor load of 0.91, and in the collective part,
strengthening and improving social capital (a55) with a factor load 0f0.90 is more significant than other factors. Factor loadings of the structures are in the
range of 0.40t00.91, all of whicharemorethan 0.5, which shows the acceptable validity of the data. Also, the overall fit indices arewithin the acceptable
range, so the model has a good fit.

O riginality. No study has been done about handwoven carpet cooperatives in Shahrekord City in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province and their problems
and obstacles. Therefore, this research aims to shed lioht on the path of this cooperative in the direction of developing rural areas and achieving sust ainable
rural development by studying and presenting opportunities and suggestions.
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