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Context and purpose: The dynamic environment governing the market conditions has caused companies to think of attracting
resources outside the company in order to survive and respond to the needs. Based on this, the aim of this study is to investigate
the mediating role of strategic agility in the relationship between absorptive capacity and success of cooperative firms.
Methodology/approach: This study is a type of quantitative and applied research. The statistical population includes
consumer cooperatives nationwide. Data collection was done through a standard questionnaire and stratified random sampling
from the target population. The method of structural equation modeling in the form of partial least squares has been used to
investigate the relationships between variables and to analyze the data using SPSS24 and SmartPLS3 software.

Findings and conclusions: The output of the software shows that the direct effects between the variables have been confirmed.
Finally, the mediating role of strategic agility in the relationship between absorptive capacity (potential and realized) and
success of consumer cooperatives was confirmed. In general, the results show that the potential and realized absorption
capacity are important predictive factors for the success of consumer cooperatives, and in the meantime, paying attention to
strategic agility is a key issue.

Originality: This research contributes a lot to the literature by providing a conceptual model. Also, investigating the mediating
role of strategic agility in the relationship between potential absorptive capacities, realized absorptive capacity and success of
consumer cooperatives has not been noticed by researchers in previous studies, and this study can be effective in filling the

existing gap.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose: With today's dynamic environment, competitive complexities and high speed of changes, all firms must consider attracting external
resources to meet their needs and survive. Therefore, for their success, firms need knowledge resources and, accordingly, learning from the acquired knowledge.
This need is also very important for cooperative firms, because these cooperatives are the best symbol of partnership and organization among people, which
strengthen the sense of social and economic responsibility in economic and social affairs. For this reason, this study has focused on the success of the country's
consumer cooperatives from the point of view of absorption capacity and strategic agility. Based on this, the aim of this study is to investigate the mediating role
of strategic agility in the relationship between absorptive capacity and success of cooperative firms.

Methodology/approach: This study is a quantitative-hypothetical study and in terms of its purpose, it is an applied study. The statistical population of the current
research includes consumer cooperative companies in the country, whose number is equal to 1633 companies. In this study, according to the number of the
statistical population, Cochran's formula has been used to estimate the sample. On the other hand, stratified random sampling was used to select a sample from
the target population. In order to collect data, a standard questionnaire was used, which was completed with the opinions of senior managers or managing
directors of cooperative companies. Also, to ensure that the research questions were correctly selected for each of the variables and the statistical population,
validity and reliability measures were carried out for the questions of the variables. It should be mentioned that 231 data that can be analyzed were received and
evaluated from the considered companies. In this research, several hypotheses were presented to investigate the relationships between variables. Therefore, to
investigate the effects between variables, structural equation modeling was used in the partial least squares method. Finally, SPSS24 and SmartPLS3 software
were used to analyze the collected data.

Findings and conclusions: The output of the software shows that the potential and realized absorption capacity has a positive effect on the strategic agility and
success of consumer cooperatives. On the other hand, strategic agility directly affects the success of consumer cooperatives. Finally, the mediating role of
strategic agility in the relationship between potential absorptive capacity, realized absorptive capacity and the success of cooperative firms was obtained. In
general, the results show that the potential and realized absorption capacity are important predictive factors for the success of consumer cooperatives, and in the
meantime, paying attention to strategic agility is a key issue. These results show that the absorption capacity alone is not enough for the success of consumer
cooperative firms, and these companies should also pay more attention to strategic agility, because these companies can strengthen the company's capacity by
acquiring knowledge, absorbing knowledge, transforming or transferring knowledge, and exploiting knowledge. On the other hand, by creating this agility
capacity, they can improve themselves and perform better in formulating, executing and implementing the company's strategies and make the firm successful.
In general, the results of the study show that active firms have faster environmental scanning and can find more market opportunities than other firms. As a
possibility for development, cooperative firms should be more willing to acquire knowledge from the external environment (customers, competitors, markets,
etc). Converting this information efficiently will lead to new services and products, improve innovation and increase the success rate of these firms. Based on
this, in order to strengthen their position, these firms must create an active, risk-taking and innovation-based and organization-oriented environment to improve
future opportunities so that through strategic agility they can provide more information to improve and renew strategic processes.

Originality: This research contributes a lot to the literature by providing a conceptual model. Also, investigating the mediating role of strategic agility in the
relationship between potential absorptive capacities, realized absorptive capacity and success of consumer cooperatives has not been noticed by researchers in
previous studies, and this study can be effective in filling the existing gap.
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