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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Context and purpose. Villages are extremely important in many developing nations. However, in today's world achieving rural
development has become more challenging and complex. Since cooperatives possess the ability to mobilize local resources
against crisis, they are suggested as a solution for enhancing social welfare and quality of life where agriculture is the primary
economic activity. Nevertheless, the majority of rural cooperatives in Iran haven't experienced much success, and as a result, the
current study was carried out to identify potential areas for cooperative development in rural areas and assess the level of covering
these areas by existing cooperatives.

# Rural cooperatives

# rural development,

# Cooperative
development context

# Performance- Methodology/approach. This survey study used a researcher-made questionnaire that was completed by face-to-face interview
importance analysis method. The study's statistical population comprised the inhabitants of Savojbolagh County's rural settlements in Alborz province
= Fasadk (115,_09§). G—quer so_ﬁware was use(_i to cglculate the study sample size (210_individua|s).T_he data were analyzed using both
21 February 2024 descrintive and inferential approaches, including Importance-Performance Analysis (IPA), coefficient of variation, and frequency.
Revised: Findings and conclusions. The findings led to the identification of 37 different types of fields for the development of cooperative
7 May 2024 activities in rural areas (include the agricultural and non-agricultural sector). The average importance of agricultural cooperatives
Accepted: (3.57) was higher than that of non-agricultural cooperatives (3.37). In the group of agricultural cooperatives, the field of processing
18 June 2024 had the largest gap between performance and importance (2.57). Based on the IPA analysis, area (a), or the concentration region,
Available online: contains all of the identified fields. This indicates that even though the fields that have been selected are very important, the present
20 June 2024 cooperatives have not performed well enough to cover them. It means the current cooperatives have not fared well in this fiel d.

Originality. The present study used the Importance-Performance Analysis (IPA) method, as a new approach in the filed of rural
cooperatives studies.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. Villages, as the smallest and most traditional social unit in any society, hold significant importance (Shahbazi, 2022). Rural development
serves as a driving force for national development in many countries, especially in the developing countries, and achieving it is an inevitable necessity (Kolagar
and Aghaie, 2014). However, in today's advancing human societies, achieving rural development has become increasingly challen ging and complex. Achieving
rural development now requires the attention of policymakers and development planners to the necessity of engaging local people, associations, local non-
governmental organizations, and grassroots in all stages from decision-making to planning and implementation (Azami, Soleymani, and Aghahi, 2011).
Cooperatives are one of the tools that can mobilize local resources to overcome crises, and their structure allows for more community-oriented approaches (Zeuli
and Radel, 2005). In countries where their economy is based on agricultural activities, rural cooperatives are recommended as a solution for better income
distribution, poverty alleviation, vulnerability reduction, and improvement of quality of life and social welfare (Nuredin and Byeong Wan, 2015). It was for these
reasons that cooperative development policies received attention in Iranian society. However, rural cooperatives in Iran have not been very successful, as many
of them are currently stagnant or defunct. Therefore, the present study aims to identify possible grounds for the development of various types of cooperatives at
the rural level and evaluate the current coverage level of these grounds by existing cooperatives in rural areas.

Methodology/approach. The present research is a type of survey study, with its main data collection tool being a researcher-made questionnaire completed
through face-to-face interviews. The statistical population ofthis study consisted of residents of rural communities in Savojbolagh County (115,096 individuals
according to the latest national census data in 1395). The sample size for the study was determined to be 210 individuals using G -Power software. Both descriptive
and inferential analysis methods were utilized for data analysis, including frequency analysis, coefficient of variation, and Importance-Performance Analysis
(IPA).

Findings and conclusions. Based on the results, a total of 37 fild areas for cooperative activities development at the rural level were identified, including 13 areas
in agriculture and 24 areas in non-agriculture sectors. Both in agriculture and non-agriculture sectors, the highest gap was observed in the area ofservice-providing
cooperatives. Additionally, the average importance score for agricultural cooperatives (3.57) was higher than non-agricultural cooperatives (3.37). The largest
gap between current status and importance was related to processing cooperatives in the agricultural cooperative group (with a value of 2.57), and the smallest
gap was related to advisory cooperatives in the agricultural sector (1.94). Among non-agricultural cooperatives, service-providing cooperatives had the highest
priority gap (2.42), and multi-purpose cooperatives had the lowest priority gap (1.12). Based on the results of IPA analysis, all identified areas were located in
quadrant (A), meaning that althoughtheidentified areas were highly necessary, the current performance of cooperativesin co veringthem wasinadequate. Quadrant
(A) is a strategic but underperforming area. In other words, existing cooperatives did not perform well in covering the areas located in this quadrant. Therefore,
considering their strategic importance, they should be prioritized for improvement.

Originality. Previous studies have often focused on assessing the factors influencing the success or failure of cooperative enterprises, providing solutions to
improve their performance, or determining the satisfaction of cooperative members with their performance. However, the present study, with a special focus on

the necessity of developing the areas of cooperative activities, has explored the performance of existing cooperative enterprises in covering these areas with a
novel approach (IPA method).
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