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Abstract

Each work shows the author's intellectual framework, but it should be known that the
origin of this intellectual framework is not only the author's own thinking, but also
society and its developments play a fundamental role in the emergence of those
thoughts, and this is why each author has a certain thinking about society. Jafar
Modarres Sadeghi and John Steinbeck constantly tried to show how modern society
has been used to subjugate and exploit the lower classes and class conflicts.
Therefore, the present study attempts to use Lukacs's reflection theory and a
descriptive-analytical method to analyze the social components in the novels Paradiso
and Inferno and I'm Staying Up till Dawn by Modares Sadeghi and the novels The
Grapes of Wrath and The Moon Is Down by Steinbeck in a comparative manner. The
analysis of these novels shows that both authors try to reflect social traditions in their
works and to be a kind of narrator of the culture that dominates society. Both authors
reflect the political and social ideology that dominates society by representing social
issues such as lack of freedom, strikes, repression, and political issues. Also, the

*Corresponding Author's E-mail: h.hajitabarl@gmail.com



A sociological reading of the ... Haniyeh Hajitabar
I L

R

characters in these novels are often socially damaged individuals who are trying to
adapt themselves to the identity that society imposes on them, but they generally fail
in this identity adaptation.

Keywords: Comparative literature, novel, sociological criticism, Jafar Modarres
Sadeghi, John Steinbeck.

Literature review

No comprehensive comparative or independent research with a sociological approach
has been conducted in Persian on the works of Jafar Modarres Sadeghi and John
Steinbeck; however, there have been studies on the works of these two authors,
including: Khojasteh Zanuzi, Elnaz (2012). “Psychoanalytic Criticism of the Novels
Gavkhuni, Bijan, and Manijeh and Shah-Kalid by Jafar Modarres Sadeghi (Based on
the Views of Jung and Freud)”. Master’s Thesis. Supervisor: Mahboobeh Mobasheri.
Al-Zahra University (S)./ Mahjoub, Mahsa (2014). “Characterization in Jafar
Modarres Sadeghi’s Short Stories with a Role-Based Approach”. Master’s Thesis.
Supervisor: Seyyed Hossein Razavian. Semnan University./ Darvishi Kalkasaraei,
Fatemeh (2016). A comparative study of dreams and nightmares in the novels
"Gavkhuni" by Jafar Modarres Sadeghi and "ldentity” by Milan Kundera. Supervisor:
Soheila Salahi Moghadam. Al-Zahra University (S).

Research Objectives and Questions
The main goal of this research is to explore the common themes and ideas of these
two authors, which have made their stories important for sociological analysis and
comparison. Among these common themes are issues such as lack of freedom,
strikes, repression, and political issues reflecting the political and social ideology that
dominates society.

The key research questions are focused on four main area:

Which sociological components are reflected in the novels Heaven and Hell and
I'll Be Awake Until Dawn by Jafar Modarres Sadeghi and the novels The Clusters of
Wrath and The Dark Side of the Moon by John Steinbeck?

180



Comparative Literature Research Quarterly Vol. 13, No. 2, Summer 2025 ¢
R

In what way are sociological components reflected in the novels Heaven and Hell
and I'll Be Awake Until Dawn by Jafar Modarres Sadeghi and the novels The Clusters
of Wrath and The Dark Side of the Moon by John Steinbeck?

Main Discussion

Social inequality is a phenomenon that has always been considered one of the main
factors that create public dissatisfaction throughout history. In the book I Stay Up
Until Dawn, Modares Sadeghi narrates these discriminations mostly around the legal
gap that has taken hope from society and increased public anger in society; that is,
people live in a society where there are no proper laws or laws are not paid attention
to and there are no equal opportunities for the growth of all classes. In the novel |
Stay Up Until Dawn, not all students are in equal conditions and are prevented from
progressing or receiving services. The atmosphere that Modares Sadeghi describes in
his novels is often an environment where the emotions caused by arbitrary social
actions are clearly visible. The atmosphere of Modarres Sadeghi's stories is often one
of lawlessness, or the absence of law, or if it exists, it is not observed, and in China,
people spontaneously seek justice and personal revenge. Modarres Sadeghi sees the
root of these disturbances and chaos in the injustice prevailing in society. In the novel
Heaven and Hell, he tries to show that when injustice and oppression permeate
society, a system prevails that is inherently exploitative, labor-intensive, unstable,
and unstable, and with the widespread inequality it has created in society, it turns
many people against itself.

In this regard, Jafar Modarres-Sadeghi and John Steinbeck, with their knowledge
of the conditions of the society in which they lived, are trying to reflect the prominent
issues of their time in the context of the narrative of the story. By comparing these
narratives, it can be seen that Jafar Modarres-Sadeghi's reflection of social issues in
his works is the result of what John Steinbeck experienced in his time and described
in his novels. A comparative study of the works of the two authors shows that the
writing style of both authors in their works is realistic and they are very similar in
terms of some common themes such as social movements, strikes, repression,
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addressing political issues, narrative structure and the way in which the events of the
story progress.

Realistic reflection, far from exaggeration, can be clearly seen in the works of
Modarres Sadeghi and Steinbeck. Both writers have adopted an anti-oppression
approach in their works, which shows that they have not compromised in any way
against oppression and tyranny, and in addition to reflecting on these issues, they
called on people to activism and fight against it, which is due to the influence of the
thoughts and the breadth and depth of social influence of these two writers. Both
speak of the tragedies of people caught in social and political suffering. The stories
of these two authors penetrate into the depths of the souls of the individuals of society
and by setting aside the superstructure and appearance of differences, they enter into
the depths of common human problems and dilemmas and portray them. Problems
such as social movements, strikes, repression and politics, revolutionary and protest
movements are among the themes that are prominently featured in these four selected
novels by both authors, and it is as if these authors consider themselves responsible
for expressing these political and social realities. Therefore, in the present study, an
attempt has been made, based on the sociological theory of reflection, to
comparatively analyze the novels Heaven and Hell and I'm Awake Until Dawn by
Modares-Sadeghi and the novels Clusters of Wrath and The Moon Is Hidden by
Steinbeck; based on this theory, social realities are placed on one side of this analysis,
and their reflection in the literary work is placed on the other side; therefore, this
study will continue to examine how the political, social and cultural conditions of
society are reflected in the works of these two authors.

Conclusion

The results of the comparative study of the works of the two authors show that the
writing style of both authors is realistic in their works and they are very similar in
terms of some common themes such as social movements, strikes, repression and
addressing political issues, narrative structure and the way in which the story events
progress. Among these themes mentioned, some topics such as repression and strikes
have had a higher frequency in terms of quantity and quality. The reflection of the
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strike element can indicate that both authors are seeking social activism and do not
intend to simply narrate the social situation. The reflection of the repression
component can also indicate that the situation of both societies is not favorable in
terms of relative freedoms. Another prominent similarity of both novels in this area
is political and social activism, which is a common characteristic of the characters in
all the mentioned works. Both authors have adopted an anti-oppression approach in
all of these novels, which shows that they have not compromised in any way against
oppression and tyranny, and in addition to reflecting on these issues, they have called
on people to activism and fight against it, which is due to the influence of the thoughts
and the breadth and depth of social influence of these two authors. By evaluating,
comparing and contrasting the works of Modarres-Sadeghi and Steinbeck, we find
that both speak of the tragedies of people caught in social and political suffering.
Problems such as the suppression of revolutionary and protest movements and the
torture of government opponents are among the themes that are prominently featured
in the works of both authors, and it seems that these authors consider themselves
responsible for expressing these political and social realities.
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