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Abstract

This study applies a descriptive-analytical method and employs a comparative
method to analyze identity representations in two novels: Headless Palms
(Ghasemali Farasat) and Days and Nights (Konstantin Simonov). The theoretical
basis of the study is based on Stuart Hall's theory of representation, Smith and
Tajfel's theories of identity, and Jirgen Ruhle's ideological interpretation. The aim
is to explain the similarities and differences in representations of national, social
and individual identities in the context of two wars (Iran's Sacred Defense and the
Soviet (Russian) front, World War .
Analysis of findings suggests that national and faith (religious) identity in Headless
Palms is intertwined with the lifeworld of the characters' life experiences, and
becomes cemented in moments of crisis, whereas in Days and Nights, collective
identity is articulated and followed through socialist ideology, based on the

*Corresponding Author's E-mail: a.hasanzadeh@semnan.ac.ir


mailto:a.hasanzadeh@semnan.ac.ir

Study and comparison of...  Abdullah Hassanzadeh Mir Ali &Mahboobeh Jafargholi
I L

R

principles of internationalism grounded in Marxism. Further, unlike Simonov's
distinct historical background, intellectual systems and literary style than Farasat's,
indicate the cultural and ideological differences between their societies. This
comparison finally demonstrates that resistance literature, with identifiable themes
of resilience and sacrifice appears to develop identity structures differentially
subordinated to the social and intellectual conditions of each country.

Keywords: comparative literature, sustainability literature, identity, Headless
Palms Trees (Ghasemali Farasat), Nights and Days (Konstantin Simonov).

Introduction

This research utilized a descriptive—analytical research method and comparative
approach to investigate how identity is represented in two novels: Palm Trees
Without Heads (Nakhlehaye Bi Sar) by Ghasemali Farast, and Nights and Days
(Nochi i Dni) by Konstantin Simonov. The theoretical framework supported the
research with Stuart Hall's theory of representation, Anthony Smith's theory of
national identity, Henri Tajfel's theory of social identity and Jirgen Rihle's
ideological analysis. The main goal was to describe the similarities and differences
in how national, social, individual and religious/ideological identity were
represented within the context of two major 20th century wars - Iran's Sacred
Defense and the Soviet front of World War 11. The research indicated that in Palm
Trees Without Heads there is a deep intersection of national and religious identity
and individual lived experience in the story as compared to Nights and Days, which
places national identity in the context of socialist ideology and internationalist
solidarity. This difference is due not only to two different historical and political
contexts but also to the two distinct narrative methodologies and literary
worldviews.

The historical backdrop of Palm Trees Without Heads goes back to the early
1980s, when Iran was erecting and solidifying its new political system following
the 1979 Islamic Revolution and the invasion of Iran, beginning on September 22,
1980 when the Iraq’s army occupied disrupted Khorramshahr, Qasr-e Shirin,
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Mehran and the western, southern parts of Iran. The thirty four day siege of
Khorramshahr and the popular resistance particularly by females and adolescents
became one of the central symbols of national Islamic identity. In Farast's novel,
this experience is created through mentions of "the minarets of the Grand Mosque
calling out to you™ and "palm trees whose heads are cut off yet trunks remain to
provide shade.” Military operations, such as Tarig al Quds and Beit al Mogaddas,
are also brought to mind indirectly in the context of the novel and contribute to its
purposeful ambition. By contrast, Nights and Days was written in the context of the
most intense years of WW Il during the years when the war began in June 1941
with Nazi Germany's Operation Barbarossa that transformed the Eastern Front into
the site of its longest and bloodiest battles including the Siege of Leningrad and the
Battle of Stalingrad.

Simonov worked as a war correspondent in Stalingrad, and creates vivid,
documentary impressions from the Mamayev Kurgan heights, from the odor of
gunpowder in the freezing air, to the faces of soldiers who were tired but unbroken.
Simonov writes at one point in the novel: "They could feel beneath their feet the
soil of Stalingrad... they knew that if this soil fell, then Russia would fall." This
statement communicates the atmosphere of war as well as the embodied national
ideological identity of the work. In both texts, the representation of individual
identity begins at the moment when an individual identity is confronted by serious
existential crisis. Naser, in Palm Trees Without Heads is first a carefree youth
confronted by battle and the martyrdom of family and friends, and he undergoes a
profound internal transformation, when he tells Farhad: "I'm in it to the very end,"”
is positioned as a shift from a 'normal’ identity to a resistant one. Saburov, in Nights
and Days, is positioned similarly, soon after the death of Maslennikov, if we take
his phrase, "I am still here," as a statement of identity that is defined by the existence
of responsibility and collective experience and responsibility, rather than isolation
or solitude.

In Palm Trees Without Heads, social identity is most physically manifested in
the mosque and in the community, because dispatching fighters, praying, and
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sharing meals are part of the daily routine. Naser's father's short but suggestive
comment that "Naser is either thinking of Khorramshahr or the boys there"
reinforces the presence of the collective into the individual and implies the existence
of an identity shared across all those belonging to Khorramshahr. In Nights and
Days, this collectivist imagination is embodied in the army, party committees, and
Komsomol youth group, where the shared nature of life and struggle is marked by
more imposed discipline and a scheduled routine but offers the same shared identity
and sense of responsibility. National identity manifests itself in different ways in
each novel. In Palm Trees Without Heads, Khorramshahr, the Karun River, and the
palm groves are more than geographical representations; they are essentially all
components of identity. Shahnaz, the sister of the narrator, says at one point: “The
martyrs are like the palms--without heads.” This is consistent with Benedict
Anderson’s view of the nation as an “imagined community."given this approach to
"Nights and Days," there is the Mamayev Kurgan, the monument with 200 steps
representing the 200 days of the Battle of Stalingrad, as well as the old mother at
the start of the story who grips clods of earth in her fist, and symbols of resistance,
that frame national identity in collective memory. With religious and ideological
identity perhaps creating the largest gulf between the two texts; for example, in
"Palm Trees Without Heads" with the image of Imam Khomeini, prayers between
battles, and invocations at the front line all serving as anchors within the psychology
and identity of the combatants. In fact, even in Naser’s request of his mother, "pray
for me™ the request underscores that religion is an inseparable dimension of his
actions. In "Nights and Days,"” the Communist Party and socialist ideological
believe takes this role. Further distance from religious markers is deliberate and
represents Simonov's commitment to class as comrade, justice on behalf of society,
and the ideal of internationalism to be achieved in the future. Saburov's one of many
pronouncements, “if | die or surrender this place will no longer be Russia,”
references a wholly secular ethos with the same emotional feeling as anything that
evokes faith.

Stylistically, and manifestly so, Farast utilizes a close third person point of view
focusing on the feelings of the hero, sometimes pausing to extend to method director
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moments that are potentially symbolic or existential--to a black draped palm, tears
from a mother character, all set against the siege of the entire city. The combination
of dialogue, rich descriptive prose, and rhythm, tantalizes the general reader in
intimate scenes that invite sometimes conflicting empathy. Simonov, conversely,
employs a reporter's third person perspective to detail descriptions, but moves fast
enough to shift scenes quickly and interconnect between tangible details in a
conversation, such as geography, weapons possession, as well as the weather--in
the way a good socialist realist would aim toward documenting and transferring the
collective employed experience rather than individual sympathetic emotion. The
comparative piece shows that even sentence structure and balance between dialogue
and description are ways to represent identity. Farast's sentences characterize long,
metaphor driven dialogues that develop human and spiritual relationships rather
than the functionalist relationship presented in Simonov's short, action driven
sentences--wherein military expediency becomes tangible expression of shared
objectives."”

Conclusion

In summary, despite their different ideological views, both novels view war as a
moment to re-negotiate and stabilize identity. In Palm Trees Without Heads, this
identity evolves from the competing domains of religion and nationality, and in
Nights and Days it comes from socialism and international collectivism. These
distinctions are less about conflicting values and more a product of cultural and
historical circumstances. If we think of Hall’s theories surrounding representation,
both stories point to the signification process that is always particular to discourses
and the power structures that produce them. In looking through Smith’s perspective,
both countries look to redefine their values, symbols and collective memories in a
moment of danger. Future intercultural research could take the same historical
moments in the two nations - for example, circumstances during their respective
nineteenth century wars and revolutions - to understand the transformations and
continuity of identity layers outside of wartime contexts. A comparative analysis
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with the literatures of other nations that have endured war and revolution
concurrently might also highlight some interesting dimensions of ideological
context as it surrounds identity representation.

It is evident from this analysis that, even when firmly rooted in fundamentally
distinct religious and secular worldviews, resistance literature can act as a bridge of
commonality in understanding between nations, as both are ultimately predicated,
in different ways, on shared values of survival, freedom, and dignity.
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