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Abstract

Understanding the positive and negative values attributed to children from
the perspective of parents plays a significant role in shaping parental
decisions and motivations regarding childbearing, thereby influencing
fertility trends within a society. This study was conducted to explore the
perceived value of children among parents residing in the city of Qom. The
method of this research, in terms of its fundamental objective and qualitative
approach, is a content analysis method according to Brown and Clark (2006).
The research population consisted of parents with children who visited
population exhibition booths in Qom in the year 1403 (2024-2025) and
expressed interest in participating in the study. The sample included 30
parents aged between 25 and 52 years. Data were collected through in-depth
semi-structured interviews and analyzed using initial theoretical coding and
categorization, resulting in 250 open codes, 34 categories, 11 subcategories,
and 2 overarching themes. The analysis revealed two main axes—positive
and negative values of children—with 11 subcategories titled: “Joy and
Happiness,” “Spiritual well-being,” “Hopefulness,” “Supportiveness,” ““Self-
Development,” “Marital Stability,” “Family Dynamism and Efficiency,”
“Fear oflChildren’s Needs,” “Economic Costs,” “Family Conflicts,” and
“Physical Burdens.” This article finally examined the negative values of
children from an Islamic perspective.
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