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Abstract

The Swaminarayan movement is a Hindu religious movement founded by
Swaminarayan in the 18th and 19th centuries, which has attracted millions
of followers worldwide. The movement is known for its magnificent
temples, celebrations, and social activities, and has widespread influence in
India and countries such as the United States, Australia, and the UAE. It is
run by various organizations, the most prominent of which is BAPS. As an
international organization, BAPS manages many temples, cultural centers,
and schools, and is involved in humanitarian activities, including disaster
relief and helping the poor. In some critical approaches, Swaminarayan's
status as an absolute being has been challenged, and his followers have
been accused of deviating from Vedic texts and the original principles of
Hinduism, accumulating illegal wealth, and fraud. Comprehensive
examination of the Swaminarayan's activities, teachings, and impact on
Hindu culture and the criticisms leveled at this movement, as well as
analyzing its political roots and the role of British colonial support in its
development, is the purpose of this article. This research is qualitative and
applied and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and data
collection from library sources and historical texts.
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