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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify and prioritize the requirements and
consequences of good governance in Iranian sports through
accountability and media transparency. This research employed a
mixed-methods approach (Qualitative & Quantitative) with an applied-
developmental objective. Participants included 16 experts in sports
management and media, selected through snowball sampling for
interviews. Data analysis in the qualitative section involved coding
interviews through three rounds until theoretical saturation and
consensus was reached, while the quantitative section utilized fuzzy
analysis. The validity of the research was confirmed through member
checks, auditing methods, participatory approaches, and pluralism, at
the same time reliability was calculated using Scott's Pi coefficient of
0.90 and a consistency criterion of less than 1.0. Qualitative results
revealed 10 fundamental requirements for good governance in Iranian
sports, categorized as (International, Managerial, External, Internal,
Social & Cultural, Technological, Legal & Regulatory, Structural, &
Educational), across 44 items. Additionally, 10 positive consequences
were identified and prioritized: (prevention of corruption, increased
public trust, technological advancement in sports, maintaining dialogue
and social interaction, improvement in management quality,
enhancement of sports organizations' performance, sustainable
development, strengthening communications, increased inclusion and
diversity, & promotion of sports culture). Identifying and implementing
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fundamental requirements for good governance in Iranian sports,
focusing on accountability and media transparency, can lead to positive
outcomes, such as reducing corruption, achieving gender equality,
enhancing diversity, and promoting sustainable development in sports.

Introduction

The lack of success in sports governance matters highlights the
importance of effective measures to develop and review, change, and
transform fundamental goals, policies, programs, and executive
methods in sports, which can be effective in achieving the strategic
objectives and policies of the country's sports. Since the organizations
in charge of sports in the country, such as the Ministry of Sports and
Youth, and the National Olympic and Paralympic Committee, have a
huge mission and are more influential than any other institution in the
development of sports in the country, it is expected that their actions
will be towards the development and progress of the country's sports.
The importance of evaluating their performance, the existence of media
transparency, and their way of responding to the people, the media, and
the government are emphasized more than any other organization,
considering their important role. Therefore, the present study seeks to
find an answer to how media accountability and transparency can help
improve good governance in Iranian sports.

Methods and Material

This research was a mixed strategy (qualitative and quantitative) with a
sequential exploratory research design and an applied-developmental
goal, which in the qualitative part: from the Delphi interview method
and in the quantitative part: from the fuzzy hierarchical analysis (Chang
method) to identify and prioritize the basic requirements for good
governance in Iranian sports through media accountability and
transparency and its consequences. The statistical population in the
qualitative and quantitative parts of the research was 16 scientific and
executive experts (professors and academic experts in sports
management, academic experts in communications and media, and
managers of sports organizations) who were selected by purposeful
sampling using the snowball method. The interviews were analyzed
until theoretical saturation was reached in open and selective coding of
the responses, during three rounds of consultation and brainstorming.
To ensure the validity of the research data, member matching, audit
method, participatory research, and pluralism were used, and its
reliability was controlled by preparing and applying a written
framework for the interview, using the P-Scott criterion (coefficient of
agreement between coders). That is, the coding of 4 interviews was
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randomly given to two experienced coders (PhD graduates in sports
management), and at the end, the P-Scott criterion (coefficient of
agreement between coders) was calculated as 0.90.

Results and Discussion

According to the inductive method, 10 basic requirements were
determined. The items were categorized into 10 main categories:
requirements (legal and regulatory, structural, managerial, educational,
communication, technological, internal, external, social and cultural,
and international). The percentage of agreement between the
interviewees was calculated to be higher than 87.50%. Next, the
requirements of good governance in sports were ranked through media
accountability and transparency with fuzzy analysis. For fuzzy analysis,
first, a fuzzy pairwise comparison matrix was created and then a
normalized matrix was obtained by dividing each element by the sum
of each column and the weight of each sub-criteria was calculated by
calculating the average of each normalized row. Finally, the sub-criteria
were prioritized and reported based on the weights obtained.
Ultimately, these requirements lead to 10 outcomes: increasing public
trust, improving the quality of management, improving the performance
of sports institutions, promoting sports culture, preventing corruption,
increasing inclusion and diversity, strengthening communication,
developing technology in sports, promoting sustainability,
strengthening dialogue and social interaction.

Conclusion

The results of the study showed that prioritizing the sub-criteria of the
requirements and outcomes of good governance in Iranian sports well
reflects the mutual relationship between the requirements and outcomes
of good governance. For example, preventing corruption is of the
highest importance in creating good sports governance. As a result,
corruption is recognized as a serious obstacle to sustainable
development in the country's sports. Also, increasing public trust in
sports institutions, improving the quality of management, and
improving the performance of institutions are other important outcomes
that are created based on the need for transparency and accountability
in good governance.

International, managerial, internal, and external requirements were
recognized as the most important requirements of good governance in
Iranian sports because they have transparent and efficient laws and
regulations and help the country's sports institutions achieve their goals.
Proper and efficient management in sports institutions can also help
improve performance and quality of management. Good governance
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requirements directly affect outcomes. For example, managerial and
legal requirements can lead to the prevention of corruption and
increased public trust. The need to pay attention to technology also
shows the importance of innovation and technology in the progress of
Iranian sports.

This research clearly shows the importance of good governance, its
requirements and consequences in Iranian sports. According to the
results, improving good governance requires paying attention to
international, legal, managerial, social and cultural requirements, which
can ultimately lead to positive and sustainable outcomes for the
country's sports.

Increasing accountability and transparency in the media helps people
to be more confident in the accuracy and integrity of information about
sports and sports institutions. Media transparency makes both the
people, officials in sports organizations and the government aware of
their roles, duties and performance, responsible and fully accountable,
and by eliminating and reducing the influence of the hands behind the
scenes of power that have always monopolized national interests openly
and secretly, conditions are created where all members of society
benefit from equal rights and opportunities in fulfilling their
responsibilities and taking advantage of social opportunities.

The expansion and development of good governance in Iranian
sports through media transparency will be possible when adherence to
the law and transparent performance are observed both individually and
socially in all sectors and institutions of the country. Also, personal
interest is defined in the pursuit of ensuring collective interest and we
adhere to the principles of the Olympic Charter and the non-interference
of politics and politicians in the country's sports so that we can witness
the growth of the country's sports and good governance in sports in the
presence of free and transparent media, free from economic-political
conflicts and corruption.

Keywords: Accountability, Media transparency, Good governance,
Iranian sports.
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