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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to present the socio-economic factors
affecting the talent identification of elite karate athletes in Iran. Due to
the exploratory nature of the subject, the qualitative research method
was used. Then, until reaching the stage of saturation of theory and data,
interviews with 16 karateka experts who are aware of the subject of the
research were continued purposefully. In axial coding, the final marks
were classified into 13 concepts and 3 categories. Finally, the main
categories identified from the selected coding, including the level of
education and awareness of parents, parental support and the level of
income of parents were determined. The theoretical model arising from
the findings of the present study can in the process of talent
identification and identification of talented people for this sport, in
order to avoid wasting time and money, in the first stage to address the
sociological issue and the categories and subcategories of socio-
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economic capital and then examine other physiological, biomechanical,
etc. factors.

Introduction

Talent search is a topic that is of particular importance in the world of
sports. It paves the way for their children to experience success in a
sport by identifying the factors of success. Most parents are interested
in their children experiencing success in a sport. The process of
discovering athletes through talent search is one of the important topics
that sports officials in most countries are pursuing today. Therefore, in
sports, discovering talented people at a young age, then guiding,
controlling, and evaluating them, and ascending to the highest level of
skill is of great importance.

Methods and Material

The main objective of the present study was to examine social and
economic factors as sociological factors in karate talent search. To
achieve this goal, a written research method of the grounded theory type
was used. We also interviewed experts and specialists, studied various
theories related to the social and economic capital of sociologists such
as Bourdieu, Lane, Coleman, Schultz, etc., and extracted the main
concepts and components. The interview participants included experts
in three executive, management, and scientific fields active in karate.
These experts included academic members of the university related to
karate, the Secretary General of the National Olympic Committee of
Iran, the then President of the Karate Federation, the then Head of the
Karate Federation Talent Selection Committee, national and club team
coaches, the Head of the Karate Federation Education Committee, and
the heads of karate styles. Finally, this study's data analysis involved
open, axial, and selective coding.

Results and Discussion

The results obtained indicate that in the totality of the extracted codes,
after removing the duplicate codes, a number of independent initial
symbols were created. Then, due to their multiplicity, these symbols
were classified into several symbols, which were based on conceptual
and semantic affinity. The results of the axial codes included: Level of
education and awareness of parents, emotional support and parental
support, and family financial level. In the selective or selective coding
stage, the formation and connection of each category with other groups
are explained. Finally, by finding the final relationship between the
obtained categories, a theoretical model was developed, taking into
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account the coding categories and writings, the opinions of experts, the
emphases of the interviewees, and the researcher's opinion.

Conclusion

Research shows that support and encouragement, the level of awareness
and education of parents, and the level of income of parents are
effective socio-economic capital in children's entry into the sports
environment and the continuity of their sports activities. Another
important issue during this complex path and reaching elite status in the
sport of karate is the economic capital of parents. This complex path of
elite status, includes various matters such as choosing a coach, proper
nutrition, appropriate bodybuilding exercises, psychological issues,
participating in various domestic and foreign competitions, spending a
lot of time in training sessions, etc., and the economic capital of parents
will play a significant role in this path because in addition to the
information and awareness of parents in the field of this sport, which
will be based on the correct choice of a training coach, bodybuilding
coach, sports psychologist, nutritionist, etc. The parent's income level,
area of residence, personal property, etc., in general, the parents' social
and economic class will play a significant role in providing these
conditions.

Keywords: Family, Socio-economic capital, Talent identification.
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