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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Gnostic culture and tradition is one of the important discourses that
has been prevalent in our culture since the past and has maintained its
influence. This culture, under the influence of modern and post-
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modern developments, has undergone transformation and created new
spaces; Spaces that are different from the traditional view of
mysticism and sometimes criticize it. Propositions of this culture have
continued to exist in the contemporary world and in Persian literature.
Mystical culture is also reflected in contemporary novels. But over
time, it has distanced itself from the traditional spaces and has
appeared in other forms; In such a way that its effects can be recovered
explicitly or indirectly in the structure and content of some of these
novels. From this point of view, these structures are one of the
platforms for introducing mystical heritage and its study can introduce
us to it. The novel Touba va ma'ma-ye Sab (Touba and Meaning of
Night) is one of the important works of Shahrnoush Parsipour, which
has mystical elements in it.

Research Question(s)

The research questions are: How is mystical culture and tradition, as
one of the important pillars of our culture, reflected in the structure of
the novel Touba va ma'ma-ye Sab (Tuba and the Meaning of the
Night), and which elements are adapted from it? Also, what
encounters with the value of mystical heritage have taken place in the
structure of this novel?

2. Literature Review

A review of research in this field shows that although some works
have addressed the topic of mysticism in the contemporary period,
most of their focus has been on quasi-mystical tendencies.

Among other works, the most relevant is “Analysis of Dedication to
Preceptor in Shahrnoush Parsipour's Novels: Case Study of Sag va
Zéméstan-e Boland (The Dog and the Long Winter) and Touba va
ma'na-ye Sab (Touba and Meaning of Night)” (Farhadi et al., 2019),
which deals with only one of the mystical categories in this novel,
namely, devotion to the elder, and concludes that devotion to the elder
is incompatible with the evaluative spirit of man in the contemporary
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world. In Zéndéghi dar Ayyinéh (Life in the Mirror) (Yavari, 2005),
in addition to introducing the story of Tooba and the Meaning of Night
and a Jungian analysis of this story, an explanation of the structure
and texture of the book and the interconnected and interconnected
connection of the characters is presented. In the section “The Story of
Tooba’s House and the Story of Iran” from the book Persian Story and
the Story of Modernity in Iran (Yavari, 2009: 83-107), a mystical
explanation of the story of Tooba and the Meaning of Night is
presented. In “Representation of Mystical Discourse in the Novel
Jaziréye Sarghardan va Sarban Sarghardan (The Wandering Island
and the Wandering Captains)” (Safri and Zaheri, 2018), mystical
discourse is divided into three categories: traditional, modern, and
semi-modern, and the authors’ mystical perspectives and the
recognition of postmodern components in the transmission of pseudo-
mystical concepts are explained. In “Mystical Trends in
Contemporary Persian Novels (From the Thirties to the Eighties)”
(Farhadi, 2018), mystical and pseudo-mystical tendencies in
contemporary novels of these decades are analyzed. In “Investigating
the Capacities of Story Elements in Reflecting Mystical Attitudes
(Based on a Selection of Contemporary Novels)” (Dasht-e-Bash-e-
Podnak, 2019), the way mysticism is represented in the plot of the
story and the pseudo-mystical components are examined.

.3. Methodology

In the present study, an attempt has been made to identify and explain
the propositions related to mystical culture and tradition in this novel
using a descriptive-analytical method. With this review, it is possible
to present some indicators of the flow of mysticism and introduce the
place of mystical culture and tradition in the contemporary period.

4. Results
The analytical aspect of the research, which is the result of posing
questions and answering hypotheses, shows that in this novel,
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mystical components and elements are mostly reflected in the
characters, their actions, and the type of encounter. The representation
of the components and elements of the muystical tradition has
sometimes been explicit and often hidden and in the form of criticism.
The different type of reflection of topics and concepts related to the
mystical tradition shows that man in the contemporary world has taken
the mystical components taken from the Sufi heritage out of its
traditional forms and has confronted it according to his own taste and
preferences. However, the existence of a new aspect of mystical
propositions and beliefs in the mind of contemporary man indicates
that contemporary man emphasizes his own belief and perception of
mysticism.

From the perspective of the type of treatment and exposure of the
characters to this category, the fictional characters were also divided
into two general categories: the target and the disciple. In the first
category, the characters who represent the mystical sage and target,
and in the second category, the characters who represent the disciples
and seekers. The central character of the novel is Tooba, who
represents the type of mystical thinking of the author/narrator, and
based on his evaluation, judgment, insight, reflections, and critical
view, the mystical system of the novel is formed, and in this way, the
type of exposure of contemporary man to the category of mysticism is
institutionalized. To this end, Touba sometimes encounters the
characters of the novel and evaluates their personalities from the
perspective of mysticism; sometimes he becomes their devoted
disciple; Sometimes she is drowned in their existential attraction; as if
a mystical event has happened to him; Sometimes she has expressions
and reflections that indicate her type of view on the category of
mysticism. Therefore, this research has introduced and classified the
effects and manifestations of this thinking in its various forms.

Keywords: mystical culture and tradition, novel, Touba va ma'na-ye
Shab (Touba and Meaning of Night), contemporary mysticis.
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