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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Farid al-Din Attar Neyshaburi (540-618 AH) wrote Tazkirat al-
Awliya with the intention of imparting the fundamentals of mysticism.
The revelations of mystics are the subject of many anecdotes in this
book. Sheikh Farid al-Din considers many of these revelations to be
a suitable context for teaching and educating the foundations of
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practical and theoretical mysticism, for the benefit of enthusiasts, and
for convincing the audience (perhaps opponents and adversaries) to
approve of the mystics' lifestyle. The didactic style involves the use of
persuasion as one of its methods. Persuasion or persuasion is the
process of a conscious effort by an individual or organization to
change the attitudes, beliefs, values, and perspectives of an individual
or group (Gill and Edfar, 2005: 51; Hakim Ara, 2008: 27). The
influence of factors like the subject, type of communication (verbal or
non-verbal), communication context, cultural, political, and social
contexts play a role in persuading. Also, things such as captivating,
presenting a message with reasoning, accumulating the audience's
emotions, magnifying, highlighting, associating meanings, creating
fear, humor, repetition, using symbols, comparing, and giving
testimony to people are considered methods and techniques of
persuasion (Danshour et al., 2017: 49-52; quoted by Parsa and Saeidi
Moghadam, 2017: 2).

2. Research Question

The present study seeks to answer this fundamental question: How has
Attar Neyshaburi, in his book Tazkirat al-Awliya, through an
educational and persuasive style, explained the concepts of practical
mysticism (repentance, piety, asceticism, poverty, patience, trust,
contentment, care, closeness, love, fear, hope, longing, intimacy,
assurance, observation, certainty, annihilation in Allah) and?
Theoretical mysticism (monotheism, manifestation, knowledge of the
truth, guardianship, and the perfect human being)?

3. Literature Review

Revelation and its reinterpretation by mystics and philosophers have
been the subject of research. For example, Qasem Kakaei and Abbas
Ahmadi Saadi in their article “The Nature of Mystical Revelation from
the Perspective of Sadr al-Mutalahin” (2008) have examined the
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principles of transcendental wisdom such as the originality and unity
of personal existence based on occult revelations. Also, Buyuk
Alizadeh and Abbas Ahmadi Saadi in their article “What is Revelation
and Mystical Experience from the Perspective of lbn Sina” (2007)
have examined Ibn Sina’s view on revelation, and the most important
result of this study is the conclusion that lIbn Sina believed in the
intuitive unity of the mystic with God in revelations, not existential
unity. Elham Tamadon and Mohammad Reza Nasr Isfahani's article
on Roozbahan Bagli's revelations in Kashf al-Asrar (2018) explored
the relationship between discovery and intuition. In the article
“Understanding the Process of Perception in Revelation Step by Step”
(2018), Mohammad Taghi Pournamdarian and his colleagues have
pointed out that after undergoing continuous austerities, the mystic
can enter the “ideal” world with the help of his active imagination and
understand the truths through his “heart.” Mystical Discovery and
Intuition was defined by Seyyed Eshag Hosseini Kohsari in his article
(2010), and he also differentiated between dignity and intuition, and
identified the two types of revelation: merciful and satanic. Seyyed
Ahmad Parsa and Mohammad Saeedi Moghadam, in their article
“Nizami’s Persuasive Style in Expressing Educational Themes
Relying on Qasayid” (2017), have examined the educational verses of
Nizami’s Qasayids to both demonstrate his special technique in
expressing sermons, advice, and wisdom and to provide a chapter for
familiarizing oneself with these themes in Nizami’s Qasayids. In her
article “Rhetorical Techniques of Persuasion in Rashidi’s Thoughts
(Correspondence)” (1402), Tahereh Ishani has examined Rashid al-
Din Fazlallah’s letters entitled “Thoughts” to determine which
rhetorical techniques Rashid al-Din Fazlallah used to persuade the
audience in order to achieve the main function of the letters, and which
rhetorical techniques were most widely used as stylistic Indicators in
Rashid al-Din’s letters. Mina Shakir and her colleagues have
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scrutinized and evaluated Rumi's methods in the narrative of
Nakhjiran and the Lion to persuade the audience. Until now, there has
been no research on the persuasive style of revelation and its function
in explaining the foundations of practical and theoretical mysticism.

4. Methodology

The article is written through a descriptive-analytical and library
approach, using the revelations from Attar Neyshaburi's book Tazkirat
al-Awliya. First, the revelations that contain the concepts of practical
and theoretical mysticism have been extracted, and then the reflection
of the principles of practical and theoretical mysticism on the stories
of Tazkirat al-Awliya, in Attar's persuasive-didactic tone and style,
has been examined.

5. Discussion

The content and theme of literary works can determine their
classification into different styles, such as epic, lyrical, mystical,
didactic, and so on. The author or poet who uses the didactic style
aims to instruct moral and educational principles. In the didactic style,
persuading the audience is of great importance. Persuasion is the act
of communicating in such a way that the message can be penetrated
into the audience’s soul and make it effective (Moradi, 2005: 21).
Sheikh Farid al-Din Attar Neyshaburi's book Tazkirat al-Awliya
reveals various revelations, all of which are intended to explain both
practical and theoretical mysticism. Explaining practical and
theoretical mysticism to the audience is one of the educational and
persuasive functions of revelation, which influences their mind and
conscience. Attar has paid attention to two parts of practical
mysticism, namely, the states (repentance, piety, asceticism, poverty,
patience, trust, and contentment) and the states (care, nearness, love,
fear, hope, longing, intimacy, confidence, observation, and certainty).
In the area of theoretical mysticism, he has discussed monotheism,
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manifestation, truth, knowledge, guardianship, and the perfect man or
woman. The syntactic and semantic structure of the words in these
revelations leads the audience to change their attitude towards the
lifestyle of the mystics and align themselves with the mystical
discourse and ideology in a persuasive manner.

6. Conclusion

According to this study, Attar has employed the revelations of the
mystics to teach mystical principles and persuade audiences to accept
these concepts. Considering the connection that the mystic finds in
revelation with the unseen world, Attar tries to provide a precise
definition of each of these positions and states in an allegorical and
indirect manner and, by evoking the emotions and thoughts of the
audience, rational analogy, association of the mystic's state in the
audience's mind, and identification with him, he changes his behavior
and Actions. Therefore, by employing persuasive methods such as the
questioning method, the conditional method, the method of warning
and preaching, the use of allegory and allusion, dialogue and dramatic
atmosphere, the emotional tone of the discourse, the brevity of speech,
and the rhythm of speech, he explains the positions and states of the
mystics and the different degrees of each of the positions and States.
He used the method of warning and caution in his narration of
revelation to teach the concept of monotheism, emphasizing God's
unity and oneness. To explain the nearness of the audience, by
observing concrete examples of those who have divine nearness, he is
convinced that he too should change his behavior and mental attitude
in order to understand such a state. The audience indirectly teaches the
concept of fear by Attar's mention of the revelation that happens to
Raja in the spatial narration of warning and caution, in which he was
caught. With the revelation that occurs to Dhul-Nun of Egypt, he calls
the audience in an allegorical and suggestive way to endure poverty
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and stop being greedy for the help of the lowly, and to be in need of
the Almighty. Thus, teaching in a persuasive manner in mystical
works can be achieved with the help of the revelation in Tazkirat al-
Awliya.

Keywords: teaching style, persuasion, revelation, practical
mysticism, tazkirat- al-awliy.
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