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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A magnificent sea of colors has endowed the universe and the nature
surrounding us with a unique beauty and splendor. From the diversity
of flowers to the variety of birds, mountains, and beyond, attention to
this manifestation of colors is among the recommendations of the
Holy Qur’an and a sign of divine power (cf. Qur’an, Surah Fatir, verse
27). Since ancient times, colors have played an important and
influential role in human life and have always attracted attention.

Although colors carry distinct and diverse meanings across different
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cultures, it is artists who, through their use of colors, convey social,
cultural, ethical messages, as well as their personal emotions, to the
audience. In mystical literature, one of the most significant
manifestations of color in portraying the transcendental world and
inner states is reflected in the thought and discourse of Riizbihan
Bagqli, particularly in his work Kashf al-Asrar wa Mukdshafat al-
Anwar. This article examines the symbolism of the color red and the

red rose in this book.

2. Literature Review

The impact of colors on people’s moods and lives has, more recently
than in the past, attracted attention across various disciplines such as
psychology, biology, anthropology, and literature. However, in the
field of mysticism, relatively few scholarly studies have been
conducted, among which the following can be mentioned:
2.1.Article:  “Symbolic Manifestations of Color in Mpystical
Literature”, by Leila Amini Lari and Seyed Mehdi Kheirandish
(2013), Journal of Mystical Literature, Vol. 5, No. 9, pp. 42-57.

The authors argue that: “In mystical literature, many abstract and
mental concepts are symbolically represented through color-related
terms. In general, color is regarded as a symbol of spiritual veils and
worldly attachments, which one must transcend in order to attain the
divine hue (sibghat Allah) and the state of colorlessness.”

2.2.Article: “The Symbolism of Light and Color in the Views of ‘Ald’
al-Dawla Semnant and Seyed Mohammad Nourbakhsh”, by Jamshid
Jalali Sheykhani (2014), Journal of Religions and Mysticism, Vol. 47,
No. 2, pp. 217-236.
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In this article, the author provides an analytical and comparative study
of this subject in certain mystical texts of the Kubrawiyya order,
particularly in the works of ‘Ala’ al-Dawla Semnani and Seyed
Mohammad Nourbakhsh.

2.3.Article: “An Analytical-Descriptive Recognition of Color and
Light in the Views of ‘Alda’ al-Dawla Semnani”, by Hossein Taheri and
Zarrin Vardi (2020), Journal of Literary Textual Studies, Vol. 24, No.
85, pp. 139-166.

The authors state that: “Among the inner revelations, light and
luminous phenomena hold a prominent place, and ‘Ala’ al-Dawla
Semnant has addressed this subject more extensively than others in his
works.”

2.4.Book: Riizbihan Bagqli, by Carl Ernst. A professor of Religious
Studies at the University of North Carolina, Ernst attempts in this

book—after outlining Ruzb

3. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the
symbolic manifestations of the color red in mystical literature, with a
particular focus on the works of Ruizbihan Baqli, especially his Kashf
al-Asrar. The research is qualitative in nature, and the data collection

method is library-based

4. Results

In mystical literature—characterized by its use of symbolic and
metaphorical language—colors carry profound meanings and
concepts, the exploration of which opens new horizons for
understanding the deeper layers of this language. Travelers on the
spiritual path, in their mystical journey, encounter different stages

where each is associated with a specific light and color, reflecting their
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inner states. Any transformation in their spiritual condition manifests
itself through a distinct color.

Thus, the interpretation of these lights and their meanings has always
been a highly delicate task, requiring insight and knowledge to discern
between the outward and symbolic dimensions of colors. Among
mystical thinkers, Najm al-Din Kubra was the first to explicitly
describe, analyze, and interpret the various colors he himself
experienced inwardly. Following him, ‘Ala’ al-Dawla Semnani
catalogued different kinds of lights in a spiritual framework, each
beginning to appear with a particular color.

However, one of the most remarkable manifestations of color in
depicting the transcendental realm and inner states is found in the
thought and discourse of Riizbihan Bagqli, particularly in his Kashf al-
Asrar wa Mukashafat al-Anwar, one of the most prominent works of
visionary mystical knowledge as well as a significant autobiographical
account. In Ruzbihan’s mystical theology of light and visionary
experience, the color red and the red rose hold a distinctive place.
According to his reports, he was even able to behold God in the form
of a red rose. Yet he repeatedly emphasized, after recounting such
visions, that God transcends form, likeness, and analogy, and that his
references to the rose were due only to the limitations of language and
expression.

Nevertheless, for Riizbihan, the color red and the red rose were not
only symbols of the divine manifestation, but also emblems of divine
grace, the unseen realm, and even the luminous beauty of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the angels witnessed on the
Nights of Qadr. He also employed the imagery of the red rose to
signify the exalted station of his own spiritual rank above earlier
masters, the status of martyrs, and to describe the lofty pavilions of

paradise.
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Riizbihan’s thought had a profound impact on later mystics,
particularly in Iran and the Indian subcontinent. His views on divine
love, the imaginal world, and mystical vision resonated with and
influenced major figures such as Riimi, Jami, and even certain Shi‘a
thinkers. His numerous visionary experiences of God—consistently
expressed through the image of the red rose—underline the celestial
significance of this flower. The symbolic importance of the rose in this
mystical order was so central that one of its elders bore the title “Pir-
e Golrang” (“The Master of the Rose Hue”), whom some scholars of

Hafez identify as the poet’s spiritual guide.

6. Conclusion

One of the key characteristics of mystical literature is its use of
symbolic and metaphorical language, in which words, beyond their
literal meaning, convey additional figurative meanings. This
expansion of semantic dimensions has contributed significantly to the
enrichment and development of the Persian language. Colors—
particularly the color red—carry profound symbolic meanings. As
demonstrated in this article, the red color in mystical texts is
associated with such symbols as love, Sufi orders, the khirga (mystical
cloak), stages of the spiritual journey, and dreams or visionary
experiences.

Among these, one of the most prominent manifestations of the red
color in representing the transcendent world and inner states appears
in the thought and discourse of Riizbihan Baqlt of Shiraz and within
the Ruzbihaniyya order. In Riizbihan’s mystical theology of light and
visionary experience, the color red occupies a special place, linked to
concepts such as divine love, light, and spiritual transformation.

He frequently refers to the Prophetic tradition: “al-ward al-ahmar min
baha’ Allah” (“The red rose is from the glory of God”). For Ruizbihan,
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the red rose was even a symbol of the divine manifestation itself. Yet
he repeatedly emphasized after recounting his visions that God
transcends all forms, likeness, and comparison, and that his reference
to God as the red rose arose only from the limitations of human speech

and expression.

Keywords: Mystical literature, symbol, red color, Kashf al-
Asrar,Roozbahan Beghli.
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