—-— Mysticism in Persian Literature - ——-----
Spring & Summer 2023, 2 (3), 97-128

msil. atu. ac. ir

DOI: 10.22054/MSIL.2022.66931.1038

Hafez's Sonnet; a Text or a Literary Work?

Associate Professor, Department of Persian
Language and Literature, Kashan
University, Kashan, Iran

Reza Rouhani ~

IPhD Student in Persian language and

Zohreh Kafi literature, Kashan University, Kashan, Iran

Abstract

According to the theory of Roland Barthes, a twentieth-century French theorist and
philosopher, what distinction is drawn between a work and a text? This article aims
to answer the question of whether Hafez's sonnets are considered texts or literary
works. The question of whether Hafez's sonnet is a text or a literary work has been
debated extensively in the field of literary theory. Drawing on Roland Barthes' theory
of "From work to text,” this article examines the seven chapters in the theory by
analyzing one of Hafez's sonnets, specifically the line, "If my hand reaches your hair
again/ I will sacrifice many heads in your way like a ball." Through this analysis, we
aim to determine whether the sonnet is considered a text or a work, and to explore the
nuances of this distinction. This article delves deeper into the theory behind the
question of whether Hafez's sonnet is a text or a work. The lecture uses a broader
range of evidence from the poet's sonnets, beyond the specific example used in the
previous text. With the help of Roland Barthes' theory, we examined the sonnet and
found that it embodies both pluralistic and contradictory elements, indicating that
Hafez's work is multi-dimensional and encompasses multiple layers of meaning. The
article examines Hafez's sonnets and concludes that they are best characterized as
"texts" rather than "works." In Roland Barthes' theory, a text is defined as having both
infinite meanings and a relationship with the signifier. Furthermore, a text is not a
consumer good and contains an element of pleasure. It also possesses anti-
classification power and symbolization. Given these characteristics, Hafez's sonnets
are considered to be "texts" that deserve to be studied and appreciated fully.
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