[ Downloaded from san.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-09 ]

29 0 o,
e %

.

STUDIES IN ARABIC NARRATOLOGY

>
\2
PRINT ISSN: 2676-7740  eISSN:2717-0179 5&% N;

b et www.san.khu.ac.ir e

An Analysis of the Actantial Model in Mustafa Lutfi al-
Manfaluti’s Al- ‘Ibarat based on Greimas’s Theory

Seyyed Ahmad Mosawi Panah*'

Abstract

In accordance with the morphological ideas propounded by Vladimir Propp in the
study of narrative texts such as stories, novels, and plays, Algirdas Greimas
proposed his theory of the actantial model. Compared to Propp’s theories,
Greimas’s model is more comprehensive; it does not limit its scope to human
elements but considers all functional components that influence the text—whether
human, conceptual, or material. Another advantage of this theory is its conciseness
and fewer subdivisions. The model consists of six elements: Subject, Object,
Sender, Receiver, Opponent, and Helper. These elements represent the characters
and events throughout the narrative from beginning to end. This research, using a
descriptive-analytical method and based on Greimas’s actantial model, examines
the thematic ideas in The Book of Aleibrat written by the Egyptian author Mustafa
Lutfi al-Manfaluti. One of the key findings of this study is that the six elements of
Greimas’s theory appear in all the stories of this section in various forms and
qualities—some with human identities, and others manifesting as thoughts or ideas.
Through these, the author aims to critique social conditions or reform certain
mistaken beliefs and concepts prevalent in society. Furthermore, the relationship
between the Subject and Object is not always based on desire or aspiration; in
stories like Al-‘Uqab (“The Punishment”), a combative dynamic is also observed.
The narrative structure in these stories consistently follows four stages.
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