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Abstract
This study addresses the relationship between language and gender, a critical
approached theorized by Robin Lakoff, which posits distinct differences between
male and female language. Lakoff argues that women’s language is characterized
by features of weakness and uncertainty, a focus on trivial subjects, and a reliance
on emotional responses, rendering it inferior to men’s speech. Her theory has three
levels: lexical, phonological, and syntactic-pragmatic. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach, this research examines two novels, Anam Kajehji’s Sawagqi al-
Qulub and Ali Badr’s Al-Kafra, focusing on the lexical and syntactic levels. The
analysis finds that linguistic patterns often accord with the author’s gender,
supporting Lakoff’s assertions. However, the study also identifies examples of
divergence from the theory, which can be attributed to factors such as the author’s
environment, the social conditions of the novel’s setting, the nature of the narrative
events, and other external influences. These factors are reflected by each author
through the behavior, actions, and dialogue of their characters.
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