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Investigating and understanding the manifesting characteristics of
the imaginary world in architectural space From the perspective

of Islamic mystics®

Naseh Yousefi' " Asadollah Shafizadeh” Mohammad Reza Pakdelfard """

Abstract

Place is considered one of the important and significant areas in the definitions of
architecture. Giving identity to a place can give meaning to the presence of man in
architecture. Islamic mystics consider one of the ways of understanding the world of
heaven to be the world of imagination and connecting with it through the power of
imagination. Considering that imagination and fantasy are important in architectural
creativity, this research, which was conducted using a qualitative/quantitative method,
has attempted to identify the characteristics of the manifestation of the world of
imagination in architectural places. Then, it examines the views of Islamic mystics such
as Ibn Arabi, Rumi, and Mulla Sadra (considering the commonalities of their views on
the importance of imagination) in the manifestation of their views on understanding
architectural places. In the results of this research, we see that although these mystics have
not explicitly commented on architecture, architectural places have been identified based
on their approaches. Following that, architects have been able to manifest these ideas
in architecture and other arts with special elements and decorations in their works. The
objectives of this research include: a. Identifying the characteristics of the manifestation
of the imaginary world in the tangible world in the form of architectural places, and
b. Discovering the symbolic meanings of architectural elements and decorations from
mystical perspectives. The questions can also be: a. What are the characteristics of the
manifestation of the imaginary world in the tangible world of architecture? and b. How
is the thought of Islamic mystics regarding imagination manifested in the understanding
of places? In the analysis and results of this article, we see that the manifestation of these
views in the form of symbolic meanings is seen in the elements, geometry of motifs,
numbers, colors, etc. in architectural places. This can be very valuable in discovering
the relationship of imagination in the understanding of architectural places. To prove the
identified characteristics, we measure those quantities in the study sample selected for the
Saqqgez Two-Minaret Mosque.

Keywords: Imagination, place, Islamic architecture, imaginary world (example), Islamic
mysticism.
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