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“Recognition of the Role of Neoliberalism Components and
Future Studies in the New Conservation Approach to Architectural

Heritage and Historic Cities’ Landscapes”

Behnam Pedram”

Abstract

Practical components in the world of heritage conservation should be reconsidered
based on new approaches conceptually; as evidence shows that developing countries are
heavily disturbing the historical landscapes of cities; however, advanced cities are not
exempt from this issue. Neoliberalism in the past half-century has attempted to destroy
historical urban landscapes by erecting structures within the cultural landscape zones,
thus it is necessary for architectural conservationists to examine the factors of change
in societies with a futuristic approach and consider them as an important influencing
variable in their conservation plans. The article has a review-conceptual approach and
benefits from qualitative analysis. This article is not seeking to develop case studies,
but rather aims to develop and update the concepts of some influential components
such as the role of the destructive aspect of neoliberalism on the process of preserving
architectural and urban heritage, and the hopeful impact of interdisciplinary future studies
in controlling the penetration of neoliberalism in the near and distant future. The main
objective addressed in this article is the essence of modern conservation of architectural
heritage and urban landscapes simultaneously with the penetration of neoliberalism in
conservation and the role of future-oriented strategies in conservation management.
Based on this objective, the article seeks to answer these questions: What have been the
effects of coexistence of modern conservation with the penetration of neoliberalism in the
conservation of architectural heritage and historical urban landscapes? And how should
the impacts of this coexistence be managed in the future? In order to answer the question
posed, components with negative impacts such as neoliberalism and components with
positive impacts such as future studies and modern conservation as influential factors
in the essence of conservation of historical urban landscapes have been identified and
redefined, creating a more comprehensive understanding of “heritage conservation.”
These components are essential for a deep understanding of the subject of conservation.
At a time when neoliberalism has become more economically focused than ever on
conservation, the way to escape further penetration is to have a future-oriented strategy.

Keywords: Nature of modern heritage conservation; Historical urban landscapes; Neoliberal
conservation; Futurology.
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