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Today, the tourism industry, and in particular cultural tourism, is more
than just an industry, as a dynamic global and social phenomenon that
has its own complexities, and accurate recognition and scientific
analysis of this phenomenon can provide a reliable framework for
planning the tourism industry. This industry, as the largest social
movement with numerous cultural, economic, and spatial consequences,
always needs to make its development effective in the present and
future. In this regard, planning for tourism development depends on
various factors and conditions, which can be achieved if they are
systematically and structurally applied. This issue shows the importance
of future research and the necessity of formulating future perspectives in
the process of tourism development, including the drivers of cultural
tourism. For this purpose, the present study attempts to identify and
analyze the key effective drivers of cultural tourism. In the following
article, first, 30 initial factors were extracted using the Delphi technique,
then a matrix of cross-effects of the components was formed using the
managers' Delphi method. In the next stage, matrix analysis was
performed using the Migmac software. The results of the dispersion of
variables in the axis of influence and influenceability of factors in the
Mig-Maq software indicate the stability of the system in tourism
development. Accordingly, the research findings showed that branding
prominent lranian personalities, expanding the sense of vitality in
historical places, developing software and hardware infrastructure,
addressing tourists' concerns about the security of tourist destinations,
monitoring measures for cultural and historical attractions, ensuring the
security of tourists entering the country as one of their basic rights,
investing in diversifying attractions, appropriate accommodation and
welfare infrastructure, appropriate infrastructure for tourist movement,
and tourism diplomacy were identified as key drivers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Simultaneously with the global decline in oil
prices and planning to reduce dependence on
natural resource revenues, Iran, like many
traditional oil-dependent economies, has had a
strategic orientation towards service industries
such as tourism. In order to diversify its sources
of economic growth and foreign exchange
revenues, as well as the dimensions of new job
opportunities in the country, the tourism industry
has been of great importance due to the potential
capacities for developing the industry. This
importance can be seen in the country's recent
actions, such as the country's twenty-year vision
in the field of tourism (reaching 20 million
tourists by 1404), the role and position of
tourism, including cultural tourism, in the sixth
five-year development plan, its role and position
in the statements of the Supreme Leader, the
general policies of the system, etc. (Hassani and
Rahimzadeh, 2019:138). The comprehensive
national tourism development document of Iran
states that Iran ranks fifth in the world in terms
of natural attractions and tenth in the world in
terms of historical and ancient attractions.
According to forecasts, by the end of the sixth
development plan, which coincides with the
twenty-year vision document, Iran should reach
20 million incoming tourists annually (Vision
Document 1404). Studies show that with the
current trend governing the country's tourism,
within the vision horizon, we will reach a
maximum of 55 million tourists per year (Samadi
et al., 2012, 13-12). The available statistics
indicate that Iran's contribution to attracting
foreign tourists is insignificant considering its
size, history, civilization, and tourist attractions.
Understanding the above, the main question of
the research is: What are the effective drivers for
the development of cultural tourism with an
emphasis on performing arts with a futures
research approach?

Methodology

The present study, with a futures research
approach, examines the most important driving
factors in futures research affecting the
development of cultural tourism with an
emphasis on performing arts and the extent and
manner of influence of these factors. The present
article is practical in terms of purpose, and
considering the components under study, the
dominant approach is the descriptive-analytical
method. In the present study, the purposive
sampling method was used to consciously select
participants. The basis for using the purposive
sampling method is to select a group of experts
who have an in-depth study or a general
understanding of the nature of the research
questionnaire. Based on the above explanations,
the statistical population of the present study is
51 experts in the field of tourism, including
university professors specializing in the field of
study. The size of the sample considered for the
Delphi technique was 10 people, and for the
Mig-Maq technique, the sample size was
considered to be 51 people, considering the
familiarity of the experts with this software. In
this study, the Mig-Maq software was used to
achieve the research objectives.

Results and Discussion

The 10 drivers in the impact column had the
largest contribution to the direct impact, while
the same ten variables were in the top ten for the
indirect impact. It should be noted that the green
lines indicate an increase in the rank of the factor
in the indirect impact, and the red lines indicate a
decrease in the rank of the factor in the indirect
impact. For example, the VARG6 factor was
ranked 3rd in the direct impact, but this factor
has been downgraded to 6th in the indirect
impact. However, the top ten drivers in the direct
impact are also repeated in the indirect impact.
Therefore, the key drivers of the present study
are: branding prominent Iranian personalities,
expanding the sense of vitality in historical
places, developing software and hardware
infrastructure, addressing tourists' concerns about
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the security of tourist destinations, monitoring
measures for cultural and historical attractions,
ensuring the security of tourists entering the
country as one of their basic rights, investing in
diversifying attractions, appropriate
accommodation and welfare infrastructure,
appropriate infrastructure for tourist movement,
and tourism diplomacy.

Conclusion
Today, tourism development in all areas, whether
at the national, regional or international levels,
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Direct influence graph
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Potential indirect influence graph
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