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Abstract
Process theologians, in their attempt to address theological challenges, propose a

new interpretation of God’s agency within the natural order. According to them,
divine agency, based on the processual and organismic nature of reality, must be
understood in a way that safeguards the agency, freedom, and creativity of other
beings. Their solution involves restricting God’s power and knowledge, which
ultimately results in the denial of God’s intrinsic necessity and His supervening
relationship with other beings. In this view, God becomes merely a necessary
condition and a preparatory cause, existing on the same level as other causes and
natural agents in the world. Consequently, the laws and order of the natural world
emerge from the free will and creativity of natural beings.

In contrast, Mulla Sadra, affirming both God’s intrinsic necessity and His
supervening relationship with creation, and understanding God as the Agent
through self-manifestation, considers divine agency to be authentic and creative. By
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viewing existence as the object of positing, he asserts that all beings and their
necessary relations, including the laws of the world, are encompassed within God’s
simple positing. This philosophical framework offers a coherent response to the
challenges that Western theology faces regarding divine agency.

Keywords: Process Theology, Mulla Sadra, Agency through Self-Manifestation,
Divine Agency, Order and Lawfulness of the World.

Introduction

This article presents a comparative analysis of two perspectives, Process Theology
and Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy, on the relationship between divine
agency and the lawfulness of nature. Process Theology, rooted in the thought of
Alfred North Whitehead, emphasizes change, becoming, and reciprocal relations.
From this standpoint, both God and the world are in a state of ongoing evolution:
God retains a primordial, immutable nature, but His consequent nature is affected
by creatures. In this view, God’s agency is indirect and persuasive rather than
coercive. He merely provides possibilities and potentialities for beings and
encourages them toward divine purposes. However, beings, through their own free
will and creativity, determine which possibilities will be actualized. Thus, the order
governing the world results from the choices of beings, and God is regarded as one
influential cause among others. To reconcile divine agency with creaturely freedom,
Process Theology denies God’s absolute power and likens the God-world
relationship to that between mind and body, such that God inheres in the world and
both mutually influence one another.

Mulla Sadra, in contrast, addresses the question of divine agency through the
principles of the primacy of existence, the gradation of existence, and the rule of the
Simple in nature. He distinguishes between the creative cause, which brings
existence into being, and the preparatory cause, which refers to dispositional or
natural causes. In this framework, God is the true Agent and the Bestower of
existence, while the agency of all other beings is metaphorical and entirely
dependent on His.

God’s agency, according to Mulla Sadra, is of the type known as agency through
self-manifestation, meaning that all beings are levels and manifestations of the one
divine existence. When God creates a being, all its essential attributes and necessary
concomitants, including the natural laws governing it, are actualized immediately
and without requiring additional acts of positing. Therefore, the lawfulness of nature
is a direct consequence of God’s existence-bestowing agency. This view safeguards
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God’s absolute power, as both the existence of beings and the order governing them
depend continuously on divine grace and effusion.

Ultimately, Process Theology is critiqued from two perspectives: first, for its
internal inconsistencies, such as the contradiction in attributing the order of the
world to both God and the choices of beings, and second, in light of Sadra’s
principles. Process Theology reduces God to the status of a preparatory cause, akin
to a natural agent or mover, and limits divine agency to compositional positing, i.e.,
the attribution of new properties to already existing beings. However, Sadra
demonstrates that such compositional positing cannot occur without simple
positing, which is the creative act of granting existence itself.

In short, while Process Theology seeks to resolve the tension between divine agency
and creaturely freedom by limiting God, Sadra’s approach preserves God’s absolute
sovereignty and explains the supervening relationship of creatures to their Creator,
revealing no contradiction between divine governance, natural law, and the freedom
of beings.

Conclusion

A close analysis of Process Theology reveals that its foundational assumptions,
namely, the denial of God’s creatorship and generative power, and the belief in
God’s constant evolution and change, render God a being in need of others. This is
because He is perpetually affected by creatures, even while influencing them. In this
scheme, both God and other beings exist in a state of mutual dependence, forming
a reciprocal and participatory relationship that never culminates in an independent,
perfect being. God ceases to be the true and creative cause and becomes merely an
encourager and a provider of possibilities.

In contrast, Sadra’s philosophy regards God as the creative cause, while contingent
beings are essentially dependent on this true cause, the divine agent. A contingent
being possesses nothing by itself that would allow it to persist without a connection
to the divine essence. Thus, even the conceptualization of an effect apart from its
true cause is impossible, since separation from its existence-giving source would
entail nonexistence.

From Sadra’s standpoint, therefore, the Process view ultimately leads to the denial
of God’s intrinsic necessity and, by extension, to the negation of His existence. For
in the Process account, God is neither the creator nor the perfect agent of beings,
and His power and knowledge are restricted. In their effort to affirm creaturely
agency in the natural order, Process theologians sacrifice God’s creatorship and the
absoluteness of His attributes, offering no justification for the existence of such a
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God, for ascribing such qualities to Him, or for positing such a relationship between
God and the world. Instead, their portrayal of God reflects a predetermined
philosophical preference rooted in mistaken interpretations of classical theology.
By contrast, Mulla Sadra, affirming God’s intrinsic necessity, holds that every
perfection belongs essentially to God and that all imperfections must necessarily be
negated of Him. Consequently, God is unlimited both in His essence and in His
perfect attributes. Furthermore, given the supervening relationship of beings in
Sadra’s thought, the agency of created beings, while real in its own domain, remains
wholly subordinate to divine agency. This hierarchy neither negates God’s agency
nor nullifies the agency of other beings.
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