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ABSTRACT

Security, as a multidimensional concept, encompasses physical,
psychological, social, and economic dimensions. In this regard, the
present study investigates the perceptions of female students at the
University of Tabriz regarding security in the public spaces of the
metropolitan area of Tabriz. The research methodology is based on
semi-structured interviews and deconstructive analysis, conducted
using NVivo software. The deconstructive analysis entails
identifying and examining key terms and binary oppositions, such
as security/insecurity, psychological/physical, light/darkness,
surveillance/disorder, and open/closed spaces. This analytical
approach enhances the comprehension of the implicit meanings and
the underlying concepts within the students' responses. The
examination of these binary structures underscores the significant
role of such dichotomies in shaping security perceptions. The lexical
and thematic analysis reveals that terms such as security, lighting,
surveillance, public spaces, and population density frequently
appear in the interviews. These concepts are identified as pivotal
factors contributing to either the enhancement or diminishment of
the sense of security. Additionally, the presence of other individuals,
social diversity, antisocial behaviors, a sense of belonging to the
community, and cultural and structural disparities among cities are
recognized as influential determinants. Furthermore, urban design
attributes to security perception, and the economic characteristics of
the region also impact this perception. Personal experiences, risk
perception, the presence of security forces, and surveillance systems
are likewise identified as critical factors affecting perceived
security.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study explores the perceptions of female
students at the University of Tabriz regarding
security in the public spaces of the metropolitan
area of Tabriz. Security, as a multidimensional
concept, encompasses physical, psychological,
social, and economic dimensions. Through in-
depth interviews and qualitative analysis, this
research aims to identify and analyze the factors
influencing the perception of security and
insecurity in public spaces. The findings suggest
that  well-designed  urban  environments,
appropriate lighting, effective urban
management, and the implementation of social
and cultural programs play a crucial role in
enhancing the perception of security.

Beyond physical determinants, social factors also
exert a significant influence on security
perception. Key factors include the presence of
other individuals, social diversity, antisocial
behaviors, a sense of belonging to the
community, and cultural and structural
differences across cities. Furthermore, urban
design characteristics and regional economic
conditions contribute to shaping security
perceptions. Additionally, personal experiences,
risk perception, and the presence of security
forces and surveillance systems have been
identified as critical determinants of perceived
security.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative methodology
based on semi-structured interviews and
deconstructive analysis, conducted using NVivo
software. This approach facilitates the
identification of meanings, contradictions, and
ambiguities embedded within the interview data
and enables a comprehensive examination of the
various factors shaping security perception.
Deconstructive analysis involves the
identification and examination of key terms and
binary oppositions such as security/insecurity,
psychological/physical, light/darkness,
surveillance/disorder, and open/closed spaces.
This analytical framework enhances the
understanding of implicit meanings and
underlying conceptual structures within the
students' responses, offering deeper insights into
the factors influencing their perception of
security.

Results and discussion

The analysis of key terms and expressions
reveals that words such as security, lighting,
surveillance, public spaces, and population
density were frequently mentioned in the
interviews. These terms have been identified as
critical factors that either enhance or diminish the

perception of security. Furthermore, the
examination of binary structures—such as
security/insecurity, psychological/physical,
light/darkness,  surveillance/disorder,  and
open/closed spaces—demonstrates that the
interplay between these opposing elements plays
a significant role in shaping individuals' security
perceptions.

An exploration of underlying ambiguities and
implicit meanings within the interviews
highlights that security is a multidimensional and
complex concept requiring attention to various
physical, social, psychological, and economic
factors. While some participants acknowledged
the multifaceted nature of security, they did not
provide detailed explanations regarding each
dimension. Additionally, urban management was
frequently cited as an influential factor; however,
some students did not explicitly clarify how
specific aspects of urban management contribute
to enhancing security.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that well-
planned environmental design and adequate
lighting significantly contribute to an increased
sense of security. Sufficient and strategically
placed lighting in public spaces—particularly
during nighttime—plays a crucial role in
mitigating fear and enhancing security
perception. Additionally, the presence of security
personnel and surveillance systems, such as
closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras, has
been identified as an essential component in
fostering a greater sense of safety.

Variations in security perception among
individuals—particularly based on gender, age,
and social status—underscore the necessity of
adopting  diverse and  context-sensitive
approaches in urban planning. Women, for
instance, may perceive certain spaces as unsafe,
even when men in the same environment report
feeling secure. This discrepancy highlights the
importance of incorporating gender-sensitive
policies and community-centered strategies in
urban security planning.

The role of urban management in ensuring public
safety was repeatedly emphasized by
participants. Effective urban governance—
through  strategic  planning, increased
monitoring, infrastructure enhancement, and
improved public services—can play a pivotal
role in fostering a safer urban environment.
Addressing security concerns necessitates cross-
sectoral  collaboration among  municipal
authorities and the implementation of evidence-
based policies.

Moreover, a strong sense of belonging and social
cohesion emerged as a crucial factor in



enhancing security perceptions. Social and
cultural initiatives can strengthen this sense of
community attachment. Hosting local events,
fostering  community  engagement,  and
promoting positive social interactions are among
the strategies that can contribute to an improved
sense of security.

Urban design plays a fundamental role in shaping
perceptions of security. Features such as proper
lighting, unobstructed sightlines, and well-
maintained public amenities should be
prioritized in urban planning efforts. Designs that
enhance visibility and encourage social
interactions can significantly contribute to
improving public safety perceptions.

Ultimately, this study offers practical
recommendations for enhancing security in
urban public spaces and illustrates how a
comprehensive, multidimensional approach can
improve citizens’ quality of life. The findings

provide valuable insights that can inform urban
planning strategies, social policies, and cultural
initiatives aimed at creating safer and more
inclusive public environments.
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