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The Role of Kurdish tribes in Establishing the Safavid Ruling
in Gilan

Seyyed Ahmadreza Khezri'
Samaneh Khalilifar?

Abstract: With the establishment of the Safavid dynasty in the early 10th century AH,
various regions of Iran were influenced by its political and social developments. On the eve of
the Safavids’ rise, Gilan was ruled by local governments, which played a significant role in
sheltering the Safavids, especially Shah Isma‘1l, the founder of the Safavid dynasty. Initially,
the Safavids’ relations with the established governments in Gilan were friendly, however,
they became hostile to each other over time due to certain reasons. Eventually, the Safavids
attacked Gilan in the early 11th century AH, overthrowing the local governments and
incorporating the region into the central government. The primary question of this research is
“Why and how the Kurdish tribes facilitated the Safavid dominance over Gilan and what role
they played in this regard?” Some Kurdish tribes had settled in Gilan before the Safavid
dominance; therefore, their significant presence in the Safavid army and the need for military
security in Gilan, following the collapse of ruling families, led some of them to settle there
after the conquest of Gilan. This research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
based on library resources, indicates that the Kurdish tribes played an effective role both in
the conquest of Gilan and in establishing the Safavid government there.
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