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The collapse of the Iragi Baathist regime and the increasing power of the
Shiites in the Iragi scene provided an opportunity for the Islamic Republic
to use its soft and hard power capabilities to play a significant role in
stabilizing the power structure and ensuring the survival and security of
Irag's territory, which has increased Tehran's status and high acceptance in
the public opinion of the region, including Irag. Therefore, the main
question of the paper follows as: What impact has the Islamic Republic of
Iran's intelligent diplomacy had on enhancing its status and acceptance in
post-Saddam Irag? The hypothesisis: following the collapse of the Saddam
regime in Irag and the rise of Shiites in this country, the Islamic Republic
of Iran is trying to incresse its acceptance in this country by using
intelligent diplomacy and strengthening cultural, economic, and security
relations and cooperation with Baghdad, while maintaining and
strengthening the position of Shiites in the equations of Irag, which can
significantly contribute to deepening the resistance thinking in the region
and the formation of power equations in favor of Tehran and its alies in
the region. Qualitative analysis method has been used to anadyze the
research data.
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Introduction

After the US invasion of Irag in 2003, political and security developments in the country
took place in a way that transformed the status of the Shiites in this country from a
marginal group to important and influentia forces in the equations and political scene of
Iraq. Due to the Shiite nature of the Islamic Republic government and the close
relationship between Iragi Shiites and Iran, this has enhanced Tehran's regional position
and increased its bargaining power in West Asia, including Irag.

M ethodology
The research method in this study is descriptive-andytical, and the method of collecting
research information and data is through library and internet resources.

Discussion

With the unilateral American attack on Irag in March 2003 and the fall of Saddam
Hussein, Iran was able to play a prominent role in the region, especidly in Iraqg, for a
limited period of time, because Irag’s position is such that it can be both a barrier against
Iran and a bridge for Iran to play a role. In the meantime, Iran has been able to turn
threats into opportunities under the shadow of its strategic measures and based on its
intelligent planning, and while showing sensitivity to developments in Iraqg, it has sought
to develop relations with Baghdad. The existence of common religious theoretical
foundations and historical-cultural commonalities are among the indicators that clearly
show the historical-cultura solidarity between the Iamic Republic of Iran and the
Shiites of Irag. Tehran, aware of the fact that more than 60 percent of the Iragi people are
Shiites, iswilling to have strategic cooperation with the Shiite government of Irag.
Economic relations between Iran and Iragq expanded significantly after the overthrow of
the Baathist regime in Irag and the emergence of a Shiite-dominated government in
Baghdad. Since then, both countries have actively sought to expand their trade relations.
Iraq is the fifth largest oil producer in the world and the twelfth largest gas producer in
the world. The emergence of I1SIS in Syria and its penetration into Iraq provided the
necessary opportunity for Iran to expand its presence and even intervene in Irag, and as a
result of Iran’s military support for the Iraqi government against ISIS, more than 1,000
advisors from the Quds Force of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps were sent to
assist Iragi security forces. From Iran’s perspective, the emergence of ISIS in Iraq and
Syriawas the result of Western policies, especially American intervention in the region.

Conclusion

With the collapse of Saddam's regime and the formation of a democratic political system
based on the participation of al Iragi groups in the power structure, especialy the Shiite
groups, a new situation was created for Iran. In such a way that Iran is now one of the
most effective regiona actors in Iraq that can help end Irag's security threats and even
become Iran's economic, politica and social partner. Iran, having religious, cultural
commonalities and political and economic relations with Irag, has sought to use its
religious and cultural soft power in Iraq to increase its status and popularity among the
majority of Iragi Shiites, and as aresult, has gained an influentia position in the country's
political scene. Since Iran is one of the countries in the Middle East and the leader of the
axis of resistance in the region; undoubtedly, the presence of I1SIS in Syria and Irag, in
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addition to its effects and consequences on the internal structure and security of these
countries, is consdered a drategic threat to Iran's national security and territoria
integrity. Meanwhile, the Idamic Republic, under the shadow of its strategic measures
and by adopting military and diplomatic solutions, defeated the goals and policies of this
terrorist group and achieved considerable acceptance and soft power in the political arena
of Irag and Syriain the post-1SIS era
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