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After the Ba`th Party coup in 1968, the Iraqi government, led by Ahmed 
Hassan al-Bakr, sought to acquire chemical weapons. This process 
intensified during the presidency of Saddam Hussein and the beginning of 
the imposed war against Iran. The Iraqi army used conventional weapons at 
the beginning of the war and when it was superior, but when Iran became 
superior, especially after the conquest of Khorramshahr, it turned to the 
widespread use of chemical weapons. Now, the issue of the present article 
is to clarify the role of German companies in equipping Iraq with various 
types of chemical weapons. The author has analyzed the present article 
based on the method of historical research. The findings of this research 
indicate that German companies such as Heyberger, Karl Kolb and Prosag 
played a key role in the construction of the Samarra, Fallujah and Akashat 
complexes, and it was these same companies that created the production 
line for various types of chemical weapons, from mustard gas and prussic 
acid to the nerve gases sarin and tabun. This article aims to examine, using 
the method of historical research, a detailed description of the German 
companies cooperating with the Iraqi government in the construction of 
chemical weapons factories. 
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Introduction
The Iran Iraq War is regarded as the longest conventional war of the 20th century. One
of the major causes of this war was Iraq's claim of absolute sovereignty over the
Arvand River (Shatt al-Arab).This is despite the fact that Iran has historically exercised
sovereignty over this river, particularly during the era of the Ottoman Empire and
subsequently under Iraq. However, following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and
the establishment of the state of Iraq under British influence, the grounds and
conditions for the emergence of border disputes between Iran and Iraq were created.
Subsequently, in the early years following the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
Saddam Hussein claimed ownership of the Arvand River and, by unilaterally
abrogating the Algiers Agreement, initiated the Iran Iraq War. The present article
seeks to elucidate the role of German companies in supplying Iraq with various
chemical weapons. The findings of this study indicate that German companies such as
Heberger, Karl Kolb, and Preussag played a fundamental role in the construction of the
complexes in Samarra, Fallujah, and Akashat.

Methodology
The research methodology employed in this study is descriptive analytical.
Accordingly, the required information and data for this research were initially collected
through library and documentary methods. Subsequently, a critical review of the
existing studies was conducted, and in some cases, their data concerning the German
companies involved in the construction of Iraq
were also utilized. In fact, the author has sought first to provide a descriptive account
of the German companies associated with the Iraq government, and subsequently to
present an analysis of their role in the construction of Iraq

Discussion
In September 1980, Iraq launched a war against Iran that lasted for eight years. Saddam
initially believed that he could achieve his objectives within a short period of time. At
the early stages of the war, this country relied on conventional weapons; however,
when Iran gained the upper hand, particularly after the liberation of Khorramshahr and
the entry of Iranian forces into Iraq territory, it resorted to the extensive use of
chemical weapons. In order to prevent Iran
sought to establish chemical factories and complexes, particularly with the assistance
of German companies. Germany, known as the birthplace of chemical gases, also
played a significant role in the establishment and equipping of Iraq
toxic gas factories and complexes. Thus, various German companies such as Karl
Kolb, Preussag, and Heberger played an important role in the construction of factories
and the establishment of Iraq
numerous chemical plants in Samarra, Fallujah, al-Qa
Salman Pak, the Saad 16 complex, and other locations. The purpose of establishing
these facilities was the production, accumulation and storage of various toxic and
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chemical agents, including mustard gas, sarin, tabun, hydrocyanic acid, etc. The peak
of the Iraq army al weapons occurred during Operation Kheibar in
Majnoon Island, the capture of Faw, and in the attacks on Sardasht and Halabja.
Therefore, the role of German companies such as Karl Kolb, Pilot Plant, Preussag, and
Heberger in the crimes committed against Iran and the Iraq Kurds is clear and
undeniable.

Results and Findings
The findings of this research confirm that Germany was among the countries that
played an undeniable role in arming Iraq with various chemical weapons. Indeed,
companies from this country were involved in the establishment, operation, and
equipping of Iraq
According to existing documents, more than one hundred German companies, such as
Heberger, Karl Kolb, and Preussag, played a role in the construction of factories and
chemical facilities in Iraq, including those in Samarra, Akashat, al-Qa
Salman Pak, and the Saad 16 complex. With the assistance of such German companies,
the Iraq army also extensively used chemical weapons during Operations Kheibar, the
capture of Faw, and the attacks on Sardasht and Halabja.
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 معلومات المادة ملخصّ البحث

سعت حكومة العراق بقيادة أحمد حسن البكر وراء الحصول على  ۱۹۶۸بعد الانقلاب البعثي عام 
صدام حسين ومع انطلاق الحرب المفروضة. الأسلحة الكيميائية. اشتد هذا المشروع خلال فترة رئاسة 

كان الجيش العراقي يستخدم الأسلحة التقليدية في بداية الحرب وعند تفوقه، إلّا أنّه عند تفوق إيران 
وخاصة بعد تحرير خرمشهر لجأ إلى الاستخدام الواسع للأسلحة الكيميائية. والآن موضوع هذه المقالة 

لألمانية في تسليح العراق بمختلف الأسلحة الكيميائية. قد قام هو إلقاء الضوء على دور شركات ا
الكاتب بتحليل المقالة بالاعتماد على منهج البحث التاريخي. تشير النتائج إلى أن الشركات الألمانية 
مثل هي برجر وكارل كولب وبروساغ لعبت دورا أساسيا في بناء المجمعات في سامراء والفلوجة 

ل هذه الشركات هي التي أنشأت خطوط إنتاج الأسلحة الكيميائية مثل غاز وعكاشات. وكان مث
الخردل وحمض البروسيك وغازات الأعصاب السارين والتابون. يسعى المقال باستخدام منهج البحث 
التاريخي وراء وضع النقاط على الحروف بالنسبة إلى الشركات الألمانية المتعاونة مع حكومة العراق 

 .ع الأسلحة الكيميائيةفي بناء مصان

  بحث: نوع المقال
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