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State is the most important element of political thought. Ayatollah Shahid
Beheshti, as one of the thinkers of the Islamic Revolution, paid specia
attention to the definition of the Islamic state. The present article, using the
theory of the Ummah and Imamate and considering the descriptive-
analytical method by choosing three conceptual, structural and theoretical
approaches, seeks to present the theory of the state in the thought of
Ayatollah Beheshti. The popular-school state in the thought of Ayatollah
Beheshti is a crystallization of the theory of the Ummah and Imamate,
which is interpreted with a divine origin, distinct from two organic and
mechanical approaches. In the structural dimension, this state is focused on
the guidance of the Imam over the three powers and Islamic identity, which
has a reading of the presence of the maximum Islamic aspect of the state.
In the theoretical field, his approach focuses on the normative and state-
centered nature. Ayatollah Beheshti's statement is a product of the Islamic
tradition, the theory of the absolute guardianship of the jurist, and aso
some components of the modern state.
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Introduction

The state is the most important element of political thought. Ayatollah Martyr Beheshti,
as one of the intellectuals of the Idamic Revolution, devoted speciad attention to
articulating the Idamic state. The present study seeks to answer the question of what the
dimensions of the theory of the state are in Beheshti’s political thought. Based on a
theoretical framework consisting of three approaches-conceptual, structural, and
theoretical-and with reference to the collection of Beheshti’s views and works, it
examines the hypothesis that the theory of Ummah and Imamate as the spirit and form of
the state constitutes an ideological system with a divine origin. The ideological-popular
state (maktabi-mardomi) in Beheshti’s thought is a manifestation of the theory of Ummah
and Imamate, which, with its divine origin, is interpreted in distinction from both organic
and mechanigtic approaches. In its structural dimension, this state is directed toward the
guidance of the three branches of power under the leadership of the Imam and the
preservation of Islamic identity, representing a maximalist reading of the Islamic
character of the state. In the theoretical sphere, Beheshti’s approach reflects a normative
and state-centered character. His articulation is the product of attention to the Islamic
tradition, the theory of absolute guardianship of the jurist (velayat-e motlageh-ye faqih),
aswell as certain elements of the modern state.

M ethodology

This paper, drawing upon the theory of Ummah and Imamate and employing a
descriptive-anaytical method within the three approaches of conceptual, structural, and
theoretical, seeks to present the theory of the state in Beheshti’s political thought.

Discussion

The theory of the state is the key to the entirety of political thought. Attention to this
theory derives from the pivota role of the state in devising solutions for the politica
order of societies. In Beheshti’s thought, Islam is regarded as an expansive system of
belief and practice, wherein the understanding of each part is dependent upon the
worldview of the whole system. Accordingly, with belief in the discourse of political
Ilam and the conjunction of religion and politics, he defined the function of the state as
going beyond merely fulfilling material functions and as the custodian of guiding human
beings toward divine perfection.

Results and Findings

In Beheshti’s system of Ummah and Imamate, the desired state is conceived as the
extension of Imamate and is founded on two pillars: Islamism and republicanism. Thus,
he sought to reconcile Islam with republicanism, tracing this pursuit to Shi‘i heritage and
the practical experience of the Congtitutiona Revolution. In Beheshti’s political
philosophy, these two concepts are neither incompatible nor separable; essentialy,
democracy acquires a religious origin and character, such that grounding the state in
these two concepts delineates its nature, concept, structure, and theory. Beheshti
primarily considered the nature of the state as stemming from an anthropological
approach and possessing two ideol ogical-popular components (maktabi-mardomi). In the
conceptual approach, the state is a divine and sacred institution whose leadership in the
period of the occultation of the Infallible Imam is entrusted to the just Shi‘i jurist. The
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origin of such a state differs from both the mechanistic model and the modern state, and it
is not, in fact, the product of a social contract, though the people’s vote is not without a
role in its legitimacy. In this approach, while the Islamic State is based on the pledge of
alegiance (bay ‘ai) of the people, its governance is conducted according to expediency
(madahat), not necessarily the majority vote. The conjunction of divine sovereignty and
the people’s will exerts influence upon the structural dimension of the state, and apart
from the assignment of the apex of the state hierarchy to the absolute guardianship of the
jurist, the latter initially does not directly interfere in the executive affairs of the three
branches. In such a novel structure, the desired state strives to synthesize the concepts of
the old and the new state, and the people (regardiess of religion and gender), while
enjoying lawful political rights, will have a significant share in political processes. In the
theoretical dimension, the state is entrusted with the faithful life of the nation and the
facilitator of the hayat tayyibah (virtuous life). Thus, while emphasizing predetermined
religious norms, it will oppose any form of domination or privilege by particular groups.
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