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Surah “Masad”, discovers the historical facts and conflicts of time of
Prophet (s). less attention has been paid to this surah by commentators,
because of shortness of the verses and simplicity of its apparent meaning
and most commentators have the same interpretation of the verses of this
surah. This research by analyzing the words from a lexical and syntactic
perspective, also focusing the atmosphere of revelation and the historical
conditions of early Islam and criticizing interpretative statements, has
challenged the well-known commentary and interpreted the verses of the
surah in another way. By hiving the above approach, it became clear that
this surah does not give the news about “Abu Lahab and his wife that they
will be of the companions of the Hell nor how they will be therein; but this
surah has been given news about the future of the mission of Prophet (s)
and his success and the events come to happen and failure of one of his
prominent enemy namely “Abu Lahab” and his two supporting arms, his
wealth and wife, after the appointment of Imam Ali (a) as successor at the
feast of “Ashiratol-agrabin” (close relatives). From other predictions of this
surah is the news about the incendiarism and incendiary of “Abu Lahab”
during the wars against the Prophet (). this surah has been sent down in
the line of giving glad tiding and prediction of success of Prophet (s) and
the failure of his enemies after using the propaganda and many deceits at
the beginning of Calling (Da’wah) and establishing the successorship of
Amir a-Momenin (). in addition to access to the meaning which is near to
be correct about the surah, the important and necessity of this research is
that by being careful and rereading of one the Meccan surahs, the
conditions and hardships of the Messenger of Allah in early years of his
mission will be revealed more and quality of activities of his enemies and
quality of assistance of Messenger of Allah will be explained.
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Introduction

The commentators, have been known the surah Masad, in regarding to warning “Abu
Lahab” and his wife that Allah, has been informed about them that will be in Hell and
how they will inter it. By contemplating on the verses, the questions will be arisen in the
mind; from them isthat, how Allah in the early days of the mission, has been charged the
punishment of Hell only on “Abu Lahab” and his wife? Has he not closed the way to the
guidance for them by these verses? If the verse intended to curse and inform about Abu
Lahab’s being in Hell, why did He direct this curse to Abu Lahab’s hands? Basicaly, if
the word “Taban” / /A is combined with “Yad” //~, does it have the same meaning as
“Taban” //Ls with the preposition “Laam” //J? In addition to these questions, in following,
serious critiques and questions have been made regarding to quality of taking some
meanings for some key words in this surah. It could be said that, the main question of the
research is that, what is the commentary and more correct meaning of this surah
regarding to its lexical meanings and its time of revelation?

M ethodology

This research by focusing on the Quran-by-Quran commentary method, and as well
analyzing the original meanings of the key words by focusing on the dictionary books has
been had significant attention to interpretative rereading of this surah. It s noteworthy to
say that, contemplating on syntactic points and their effect on the meanings and the
commentaries of the verses have been examined in detailsin this research.

Discussion

By acknowledgement of the commentators of Two Sects (Shiah and Sunni), this surah
has been revealed after warning the close relatives (‘Ashirah) and ascending on Safa
mountain by Prophet (s) and calling people to Allah and poisonous propaganda of “Abu
Lahab” and issuing the word “Tabban laka” (perdition be on you .(

The commentators in the commentary of intense expression, have been mentioned three
eventualities :

Threatening Abu Lahab and his wife regarding to Hell, predictions of Messenger of
Allah about the dying of Abu Lahab on disbelief, cursing for perdition of Abu Lahab and
effectless of his conspiracy.

The presented commentaries have been criticized by sgnificant literature and
interpretative lexical critiques, and some (commentators) tried to respond them, but their
responds are not convincible. Based on the evidences that came, it seems that the
appearance of the surah is about informing of a prediction; but this prediction, is not
about that a certain person should be from the companions of Hell, who can choose the
way of guidance in rest of his life; but it could be that, the surah is about the result of
actions and enmities of Abu Lahab; that is, Allah gives glad tiding to his Messenger that
actions and movements of Abu Lahab and his wife will be in perdition, loss and failure
and he never can do anything in this regard nor prevent his Mission and declaration. In
fact, the prediction of surah “Masad” is about inactivating and destruction of Abu Lahab's
efforts to destroy the mission of the Prophet by appointing Imam Ali and the victory and
stability of the religion of Idam. In fact, while Allah informs and promises the
destruction of Abu Lahab's efforts and the uselessness of his expenses to stop the
Prophet's mission, makes Prophet (s) aware of that Abu Lahab's enmities will not be
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ceased in the future; rather, he and his wife, who supports and helps him in creating
sedition and harassment, will have severe incendiaries. In the last three verses of the
surah, Allah intends to speak of the seditions and desperate efforts of this hellish couple
for his Prophet in the future and to warn him in away not to be unaware of their enmities
in the path of the mission, even these enmities will not be fruitful.

Conclusion

The conclusion of thisresearch isthat since Abu Lahab succeeded apparently causing the
gathering of the Prophet's guests and the conveyance of his message to his relatives to be
in turmoil, perhaps this feeling and thought has arisen in the Prophet's mind and others
that the Prophet has not achieved his goal by holding this gathering, and that the
continuation of the path will be met with failure due to the presence of Abu Lahab and
the powers surrounding him, as well as his violent and insolent hostility. For this reason,
Allah, in order to console and encourage the Prophet, informs him that you have achieved
your lofty and important goa in this gathering; namely, conveying the message of
monotheism and appointing a successor and minister from among your close relatives. In
the continuation and course of the path, Abu Lahab and his powerful and helpful tools
will try to defeat you and your mission and make it in falure, but they will al be
encountered with destruction, loss and defeat.
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