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Jurisprudential Analysis of Legitimacy of Government
Compulsion for Religious Education

1
Hassan Mahdavi

Abstract

One of the fundamental questions about Islamic government is the extent of its authority
in religious education of society members; meaning that if we assume the government
has the competency to educate society members, what is the extent of its authority and
can it use compulsory methods for their education? In this writing, using descriptive.
analytical method and library data, first the evidence for illegitimacy of compulsion has
been stated and responded to, and then various rational and transmitted evidence for
proving the legitimacy of compulsion has been presented and either confirmed or
criticized. The overall outcome of this research concludes that based on the frameworks
and conventional rules in jurisprudential derivation, the evidence for illegitimacy is
insufficient; however, there are multiple evidences and confirmations for legitimacy.
Therefore, one can rule on the permissibility and even obligation of compelling citizens
in the process of religious education by the society's ruler. Of course, this ruling is only
from the perspective of primary ruling, and considering secondary titles and special
conditions that might exist in society, one must rule on the impermissibility of
compulsion.

Keywords: Religious Education, Compulsion, Government, Government Obligation,
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