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Jurisprudential Approach to the Challenge of Apparent
Contradictions in the Obligation of Commanding Good
and Forbidding Evil

Manouchehr Khodarahmi !
Alborz Mohaghegh Garfami 2
Seyed Ali Delbari >
Abstract

One of the obligations of Islamic law is the duty of commanding good and forbidding
evil, which is guided by several transmitted evidences and the ruling of reason. However,
there are evidences that some use to try to prove the non.obligation of this duty. This
research, using descriptive_analytical method and documentary sources, seeks to analyze
the interpretative and jurisprudential implications of these evidences for the
aforementioned claim. For this purpose, after mentioning the general evidence indicating
the obligation of commanding good, the jurisprudential and interpretative views around
three verses (Surah Ma'idah verse 105, Surah Bagarah verse 256, and Surah Yunus verse
108) have been examined. In the next step, the semantic analysis of two narratives that
might be used to argue for non_obligation has been addressed. The research outcome is
that none of these evidences can condition or restrict the duty of commanding good and
forbidding evil, and the absoluteness of evidence guiding the obligation of this duty
remains valid until, by the ruling of reason, there is no meaningful certainty of

ineffectiveness.
Keywords: Commanding Good, Forbidding Evil, Heart Denial, Guidance of the

Ignorant, Apparent Contradiction
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