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The Impact of the Context of Issuance of Narrations
on Understanding Words and Phrases in the Context
of Inference, with an Emphasis on the Principles
and Jurisprudential Views of Ayatollah Naeini

Hamid Zera'at Kashanil
Abstract
Understanding the words and phrases of narrations is the first step in comprehending these
statements, but a question arises in this process: Does the context of the issuance of
narrations play a role in this understanding? Is merely considering the literal meaning of the
words sufficient for understanding the meanings of the individual words? The proper
realization of this understanding may require elements such as familiarity with the context
of issuance, which is a non-verbal circumstantial evidence accompanying the issuance of
narrations. Disregarding this influential element can sometimes lead the audience of
narrations astray, because understanding the colloquial implication (Zohur) and,
consequently, the speaker's intent relies on these circumstantial evidences, as Naeini states.
Without considering the circumstantial evidences of narrations, a different implication from
the one based on circumstantial evidences is formed in the mind. Of course, this discussion
is quite different from compensating for the weakness of the indication; in other words,
sometimes circumstantial evidences determine the colloquial implication (Zohure 'orfi)
because implication is either based on wording or circumstantial evidence. It is worth
mentioning that the impact of the context of issuance is not limited to understanding the
meaning of individual words in narrations, but in addition to influencing the correct
understanding of individual words, such as understanding a particular word as general,
understanding a general word as particular, and understanding an unconditional word as
conditional, it also affects the correct understanding of the combination of words despite the

clarity of the meaning of their individual words, as a result of paying attention to the context

1. Researcher at the Jurisprudential Center of Imams (peace be upon them), Professor of higher

levels; hzkashan65@yahoo.com.



of issuance. This article aims, in addition to discussing the issues related to implication by
induction in the books of jurists and narrative sources, to examine and elucidate under
specific headings the effects of paying attention to the context of issuance of narrations in
understanding words and phrases in the context of inference from the viewpoint of jurists,
with an emphasis on the principles and jurisprudential views of Ayatollah Mohammad
Hosein Naeini.

Keywords: Colloquial Implication, Speaker's Intent, Intention of Usage, Circumstantial

Evidence, Contextual Evidence, Naeini.
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