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Introduction

One of the important issues in the West Asian region, or the Middle East, is the
discussion of the axis of resistance. The Middle East has been of great importance
since ancient times. The existence of oil reserves, special geopolitics,
communication routes and connections to the seas, as well as cultural, ideological
and military heterogeneity, have given this region special importance. These unique
characteristics have been the source of tension and have also caused competition
between trans-regional actors and their attempts to influence this region. In relation
to Iran, it seems that until the Islamic Revolution took place, European governments
dominated some of the affairs in this country; but with the Islamic Revolution in
Iran, the colonialists' hand was cut off from Iran, and with the establishment of an
Islamic government in Iran and the export of its revolution to other regions,
developments in the Middle East region took a new direction. Meanwhile, Western
governments and colonialists, who did not want to leave this region easily, used
various political tactics and military strategies to deepen their domination in these
areas.

Therefore, one of the first actions they took was to support the Zionist regime in
Palestine more than ever before. Especially in the field of settlement construction,
this regime received a lot of help. Gradually, in contrast to such an approach,
Muslim militias, which were later called the axes of resistance, emerged. The main
supporter of these genuine resistance movements is the Islamic Republic of Iran. In
other words, the leaders of the Islamic Revolution were able to unite these mujahid
forces in some Muslim countries with their strategy. Historically, it can also be
claimed that before and especially since the beginning of the civil war in Syria in
March 2011, Iran was one of the most important supporters of Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas, the political regime of Bashar al-Assad, and the Iraqgi
government, and it had a significant impact on the course of military conflicts in
favor of the governments and people of Iraq and Syria, and the resistance forces in
Lebanon and Palestine. researchers, research institutions, and the military.
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For example, in 2017, Time magazine introduced Soleimani's name as one of the
hundred most influential international figures of the year. (Time, 2020: 2). The
American Enterprise Institute also mentioned Qassem Soleimani in one of its special
reports published in 2011 as a "war hero" among the youth of the region and a "patriot™
in the eyes of Iranian youth. According to this report, he was directly present in the
battlefields, risking his life for the strategic management of the battlefield and reducing
the casualties of his forces. (Givetash, 2020: 1) In this regard, the main question of the
current research is: what developments did the axis of resistance go through in the
political and military fields before and after the martyrdom of General Qassem
Soleimani? It should be noted that here the axis of resistance refers to the Hamas group,
the Lebanese Hezbollah, and the Popular Mobilization Forces, and other cases in this
field are not discussed.

Research Methodology

The present research method is descriptive-analytical. Descriptive research describes
the society, conditions, and phenomena accurately and systematically. This type of
research answers questions that include what, when, where, and how, but is not
applicable to answering questions that include why. Experimental research method is
used to answer this question. In descriptive research design, various quantitative and
qualitative methods are used to examine variables. Unlike experimental research, the
researcher does not control or manipulate the variables, but observes and tests them.

Result & Discussion

The results of the research showed that during the 22-year period of martyr Soleimani's
command of the Quds Force, resistance groups in the Middle East region multiplied
tremendously. So much so that today, in addition to Lebanon and Palestine, these groups
have also settled in Syria, Iraq, and Yemen. Even in Yemen, Ansar Allah formed a
government in Sanaa. In Palestine, the new generation of resistance has expanded its
resistance operations into the occupied territories, and in current Irag, numerous groups
are demanding the expulsion of American soldiers from this country, which together
have expanded the geopolitics of resistance. Another important point that is
understandable after the martyrdom of General Soleimani is the unity and networked
operation of these groups. It is explained that Hezbollah in Lebanon played a
constructive role in the Syrian crisis and the war against terrorists. In addition,
Hezbollah also responded to the recent Gaza war on the northern front and the Yemenis
by launching missile attacks on Israeli ships, in order to defend Gaza. This is also true
of Iraqi resistance groups. Another important point that can be understood before and
after the martyrdom of General Soleimani is the grassroots nature of the resistance
groups. In other words, one of the sources of power of the resistance to this day is having
popular support. In fact, General Soleimani, with his managerial and commanding
qualities, had a special ability to network local and indigenous forces.
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The government of Hamed Karazi came into existence with the support and aid of
America and in the process of state building measures such as; The drafting of the
constitution, the creation and development of the police and the army, the creation and
development of the bureaucracy, the holding of presidential elections, parliamentary
elections, political institutions and the granting of political and social freedoms to civil
institutions and political activists were carried out.

In 2012 and 2013, Donald Trump, referring to the Afghanistan crisis, considered it
a full-fledged disaster that causes the loss of American lives and waste of money
collected from American taxpayers. Because from 2002 to 2016, they spent about 800
billion dollars in Afghanistan and 2400 American soldiers were killed in Afghanistan.
In December 2018, he ordered the US presence in Afghanistan to be halved, and then
Joe Biden decided on September 11, 2021, to withdraw all troops from Afghanistan.
The withdrawal of US troops gave the Taliban a good opportunity to take control of
Afghanistan in less than two weeks Thus, after two decades out of power, the Taliban
are once again on the verge of forming a new government in Afghanistan.
The coming to power of the Taliban can create a challenge for the Islamic Republic of
Iran in several ways. The Islamic Republic of Iran should try to take measures to secure
the maximum national interests of Iran and prevent Afghanistan from becoming a
critical center against the Islamic Republic of Iran from a political, economic, security
and cultural point of view.

Conclusions & Suggestions

Over the past twenty years, the position and power of the resistance axis forces in
Western Asia have demonstrably increased. This important event, of course, had several
reasons, among which the role of the command of General Hajj Qassem Soleimani in
its realization, even after his martyrdom, seems more prominent than other factors.
Therefore, the main purpose of this article was to examine the political and military
developments of the resistance axis (Hamas, Lebanese Hezbollah, Popular Mobilization
Forces) before and after the martyrdom of General Qassem Soleimani. In this regard, as
mentioned earlier, the resistance axis is known as a set of spontaneous, popular
movements, and of course supported by the Iranian government, which oppose the
influence of the Zionist regime and the United States in the Middle East.

Today, Iran is increasingly leading this resistance axis, which includes Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza, militia groups in Iraq, and Ansarullah Houthis in Yemen.
This study examines the important and effective role of General Qassem Soleimani as
the commander of the Iranian Quds Force before and after his martyrdom in the process
of the resistance axis and its developments. One of the most important combat strategies
and strategies of martyr Soleimani was to fill the hands of the resistance front and
resistance groups with military weapons and war equipment and to launch a weapons
production line to protect itself. The reality is that the US perception was that with the
assassination of martyr Soleimani, the progress and strengthening of the resistance in
the West Asian region would stop.
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However, this perception and understanding of the Americans was incorrect because
the resistance multiplied under the leadership of Hajj Qassem Soleimani and today does
not recognize individuals. Although martyr Soleimani was a unique commander for the
resistance, the school of Soleimani did not stop with his martyrdom. The resistance is
an undeniable player in the West Asian region and is considered part of the identity of
this region. Another important issue is that the number of resistance groups in these
countries has also increased. Today, a new generation of resistance groups has been
formed in Palestine, which have expanded resistance operations into the occupied
territories, and in Iraq, there are numerous groups that believe in expelling American
soldiers from this country. Therefore, we are talking about the formation of another type
of resistance geopolitics. It is important to note that strengthening the axis of resistance
was not done simply in the form of the proliferation of these groups, but the cohesion,
integration, and network operation of these groups is also very important. Another point
is that the resistance groups are people-based. These groups have high popular support,
and one of their sources of power is having popular support. The people-based nature
of the resistance groups is also one of the important achievements of martyr Qassem
Soleimani, because he formed a popular mobilization, especially in Syria and Iraq, with
local forces who believed in resistance.

Key Words: Hezbollah, Popular Mobilization Forces, Hamas, General Soleimani, Axis
of Resistance
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