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Failed States and the roots of violence in Somalia,
kj Afghanistan and Myanmar

Reza Eltyami Nia 1

Introduction

The phenomenon of violence and extremism is one of the most frequent
issues in political and international studies. Extremism and insecurity are
targeted violent behaviors that have strong identity and ideological backing.
This means that extremism and terrorism are closely related and extremist
violence is considered the mother of terrorism. The West Asia and North
Africa region is a known conflict zone, rife with internal and regional
conflicts, but also home to some of the world's deadliest terrorist networks and
attacks. This region has hosted the bloodiest and longest wars in the world,
including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the two Irag wars (1991 and 2003),
the civil war in Yemen (1994), the conflict in Lebanon (2007), internal and
a ) regional conflicts in Afghanistan, the separation of India and Pakistan,
extensive civil wars in Sudan and Somalia, the Syrian crisis, and one of the
deadliest international conflicts, the Irag-lran war. Therefore, the spread of
violence in the Middle East region, Africa and parts of South Asia has become
the focus of many political science researches. Instability in Somalia,
Myanmar, and Afghanistan is a symbol of the inability of the governments of
these countries to establish security, exercise the authority of the government
and provide services to the people of these countries. In these countries,
nation-building and the creation of a unified and inclusive national identity is
a difficult and not yet complete process, and the source of the continuous
challenges of national security is the concentration of crises such as political
legitimacy crisis, identity crisis, distribution crisis, and military and security
crisis, which has pushed these governments towards instability and internal
collapse day by day. Looking at the situation of the three countries of
Afghanistan, Somalia and Myanmar, the current research compares the
unstable and fragile situation of the mentioned countries in terms of the
indicators of fragile and unstable governments and the origin of some of the
current problems of these countries.
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The main hypothesis of the current research is that the environment of failure and
economic, political and cultural failure of the governments of Afghanistan, Myanmar
and Somalia strengthens political violence.

Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-library,
as well as the use of resources and texts related to the subject in cyberspace, and the
analysis method is descriptive-explanatory.

Results & Discussion

Violation of the sovereignty of governments is the problem of the inability of governments that
are unable to provide security and enforce law and order within the territory under their
sovereignty. Libya, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, Iraq and Afghanistan can be mentioned among
these countries. Inthese countries, the very existence and structure of the government is challenged
and doubted. This inability to create a set of single regulations and the unity of the field in turn
reveals a big problem and that is the malfunctioning of the government and government
institutions.

The weak, unstable and fragile political system in Afghanistan, Libya, Sudan, Somalia,
Myanmar, Congo, Syria, and Yemen has reduced the possibility of forming a stable and
lawful government. This situation has facilitated the efforts to gain power and influence
on political, social and religious currents and has caused the spread of insecurity,
extreme poverty and violence and strong regionalism tendencies in these countries. One
of the main reasons for the increase in extremism in Afghanistan is poverty, economic
instability and the inefficiency of the political system. To solve these problems, it is
necessary to focus on achieving a stable political and security establishment in
Afghanistan and strengthening regional cooperation in order to deal with extremism.
Also, since the early 1990s, the Horn of Africa region has been one of the most turbulent
and unstable regions in the world, where most of the important security challenges meet
and connect. Among these challenges are the destabilization of the central government
of Somalia and the existence of local separatist movements in the Puntland or Ogaden
regions and the almost complete independence of Somaliland, piracy in the Gulf of
Aden, the threat of spreading famine among the people living in this region, and of
course the threat of spreading Terrorism pointed out.

In Myanmar, the relations between the Bamer majority and the ethnic minorities were
difficult before independence. World War Il pitted the Bamer majority against the
minorities, who allied themselves with the Japanese occupiers in the hope of gaining
independence from Britain. The continuation of the tensions was still harmful and
violent for Myanmar, which has never seen lasting peace during its seventy years of
independence. The latest Rohingya crisis has drawn international attention to the
country. Since August 2017, nearly 700,000 Rohingya Muslims have fled and been
displaced by horrific violence in the country. Thousands have reportedly been killed or
raped, and hundreds of villages have been burned by the military, sometimes in
collusion with Buddhist mobs.
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Conclusions & Suggestions

The structures that threaten the security of Afghanistan and the entire region - drug
mafia, religious extremists, international terrorists, etc. - never comply with the
standards of international law. Hence, not only was Afghanistan highly unstable during
the period of secular governments and the Taliban, but the prospect of political stability
in the country seemed distant as always, as the two political systems struggled for
military and political supremacy in the country. Many Central and South Asian
countries, especially Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, and India, influenced the political
stability/instability of Afghanistan during this period to varying degrees, insofar as they
supported or opposed the belligerents. In Somalia at the beginning of 2016, al-Shabaab
focused more on a two-pronged strategy. The first objective was to secure a stable
position as an official ruler in some controlled areas in southern and northern Somalia.
Although they were driven out of the cities, establishing a sanctuary in rural areas gave
them an opportunity to plan more attacks against Hafez Selah and government forces.
At the same time, they intensified the campaign of regular terrorist attacks, mainly in
some urban areas, and as a result, numerous peace initiatives, including the Somalia
Peace Plan, have failed. Indigenous tribal structures dominate the political and social
relations of Somalis, even though they are thought to be the most homogeneous nation
on the entire African continent. Lack of trust between different groups or clans about
who can exercise or control the central political power and economic resources of the
state is one of the major problems. The competition of different groups to control the
central institutions weakened the central government's role in monopolizing the state's
violence. Despite its long-term efforts, the United Nations failed to bring significant and
tangible progress in the field of national reconciliation and sustainable peace and
security. The African Union mission has been successful in expelling al-Shabaab from
key urban areas, creating space for Somali elites to build political institutions and
structures, but it has failed to completely defeat al-Shabaab and halt violence in
Somalia. In Myanmar, there is no prospect of the Rohingya being able to live safely in
the area where their ancestors have lived for generations. Brutal attacks on Rohingya
Muslims have increased the risk of Islamist terrorism (Wahhabi Islam).
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