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Introduction
The Syrian crisis is one of the most challenging security and political events

in the Middle East region, and each of the actors in the international scene
has adopted different approaches to the developments in Syria based on their
interests. America's strategy as a global superpower is always influenced by

intelligence-security organizations active in Syria. Intelligence organizations
are one of the influential institutions in the policy-making and foreign policy
of countries regarding regional and global developments. According to their
functions, these organizations are the tools of political decision-makers to
make decisions in important international developments. At the same
time, they influence the process of foreign policy, but they are also strongly

) affected by politics. In fact, just as political variables strongly influence
information, intelligence organizations also influence the foreign policy
approach of countries. One of the important questions regarding intelligence
organizations is their position and the way they influence the foreign policy of
countries. The structure of American intelligence and security organizations
has a long history, and since intelligence services usually play an overt and
covert role in the foreign policy of societies, the United States of America is
not exempt from this and has undoubtedly been influenced by these
organizations. The executive role of these organizations in the Syrian crisis is
one example of how they are used as a tool in this country's foreign policy
towards Syria. In this research, the researchers intend to examine the role of
American intelligence agencies in the foreign policy of the country during
Trump's presidency towards Syria. The focus of this research is the influence
of the American intelligence community on the foreign policy of the country
towards Syria, specifically therole of the US Central Intelligence
Organization (CIA) in US foreign policy towards Syria from 2017 to 2020.
Thus, the main question of the research is that, what role has the US Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) played in the country's foreign policy towards
Syria from 2017 to 2020?
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Research Methodology

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this research will analyze and examine the
foreign policy of the United States of America regarding the Syrian crisis from 2017 to
2020. Traditionally, political analysts have focused on how decision makers choose a
solution from a range of alternatives. In this context, three models of foreign decision-
making have been discussed in recent years. Most importantly, Graham Allison (1969)
mentions three models in the foreign policy decision-making process: the rational
model, the organizational model, and the bureaucratic model. In this article, the
organizational decision-making model is considered as the theoretical framework of the
research.

Results and Discussion

The research findings suggest that the CIA has played a significant role in supporting
Donald Trump's foreign policy decisions regarding the Syrian crisis. In today's world,
intelligence organizations have a strong influence on a country's foreign policy, with
their security and intelligence approaches serving as the primary source of information
for decision-making in international affairs. For many years, the United States' policies
in the Middle East focused on supporting authoritarian governments that were allies and
protectors of American interests in the region. However, the ongoing civil war in Syria
has resulted in over half a million deaths and the worst humanitarian crisis in recent
history. At the beginning of Trump's presidency, his approach to the Syrian issue was
uncertain. While the administration made it clear that they did not support military
intervention to support US-backed rebel forces, their plans were not clearly defined.
From the beginning of the Syrian crisis, the US has been a major player, using its
strategic components to secure its regional and international interests. This has included
attempts to isolate Bashar al-Assad as a rogue leader and weaken the Iran-Syria-
Hezbollah axis. Additionally, the US has aimed to diminish the influence of Russia and
Iran in the Middle East. Ultimately, the US has declared victory for Assad and his allies,
with the Syrian army reclaiming eastern Syria in late 2017 and the possibility of
defeating remaining rebels in the west in 2018.

Conclusions & Suggestions

American intelligence institutions, specifically the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),
hold significant influence over the policy making and decisions of the United States.
The CIAis used by the US government to support military operations and shape foreign
policy, particularly in regions such as the Middle East. Research has shown that the CIA
plays a crucial role in collecting, analyzing, and processing national security
information from around the world, ultimately contributing to the development and
implementation of strategic policies for the country. In the case of the Syrian crisis, the
CIA has utilized information from foreign intelligence agencies and has even resorted
to kidnapping individuals for security purposes. The US foreign policy towards Syria
from 2017 to 2020 has been focused on maintaining strategic positioning, increasing
influence in the region, and countering the regime of Bashar al-Assad and the Islamic
Republic of Iran.



N

As the CIA plays a significant role in the decision-making process and also serves as
an executive body for implementing decisions, it has been able to reduce the cost of
military presence while simultaneously improving its effectiveness. Overall, the
function of intelligence services in different countries is the same regardless of the type
of government in place and the ruling ideology. Therefore, it is not far-fetched that the
results of this research can be used to achieve a general view of the impact of other
intelligence organizations on the foreign policy of their respective countries,
considering the theoretical framework of organizational decision-making. The timely
use of the opinions of intelligence organizations as support in the foreign policy
decision-making process will prevent the imposition of additional costs in the future.
Just as the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), by playing a cognitive role in the
decision-making process in the foreign policy of the United States of America and also
playing a supervisory and executive role in the implementation of the decisions made,
has caused the cost of military presence to decrease and at the same time the quality of
presence to increase.
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