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Atrticle Info Abstract

The present study aimed to explore teachers' perceptions of curriculum
implementation with regard to gender roles, using a qualitative approach and
descriptive phenomenological method. The field of this research included all
elementary school teachers in Qazvin province, who were selected through
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roles, teachers, learners ~ during the 2023-2024 academic year. Finally, semi-structured interviews
were conducted with 20 elementary teachers employed in mixed-gender
schools in Qazvin province. After data analysis using Colaizzi's method,
three main themes emerged: the reproduction of gender roles in the
classroom, the creation of new roles in the classroom, and gendered
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Extended Abstract

Background and Aim: Curriculum implementation is a complex process where a
written curriculum is translated into a set of actions and activities within the
classroom. Teachers, as key agents in this process, interpret and execute the
curriculum based on their individual and collective characteristics, experiences,
beliefs, and the contextual realities of their classrooms. One significant contextual
factor influencing this implementation is the gender of students and the associated
gender roles. Gender roles, defined as the shared expectations of a society regarding
behaviors and activities deemed appropriate for girls and boys, permeate the school
environment through educational activities, discourses, and formal/informal
interactions. These roles, often categorized into traditional and modern frameworks,
can significantly shape teachers' instructional decisions, content delivery, and the
distribution of learning opportunities, potentially reinforcing or challenging existing
gender stereotypes. In Iran, while single-gender schools are the norm, mixed-
gender schools are established in rural and remote areas where separate schools are
not economically or logistically feasible. This unique context provides a critical site
to investigate how teachers' perceptions of gender roles influence their enactment of
the curriculum. Despite its importance, little research in Iran has explored this
interplay. This study aims to fill this gap by qualitatively analyzing primary school
teachers' perceptions of curriculum implementation with emphasis on gender roles
in mixed-gender classrooms in Qazvin province.

Methodology: This qualitative study employed a descriptive phenomenological
approach to delve deeply into the essence of teachers' lived experiences and
perceptions. The research field included all primary school teachers in Qazvin
Province. Participants were selected through purposive and criterion-based
sampling. The criteria for participation included willingness to participate, 2 to 10
years of teaching experience in mixed-gender rural primary schools in Qazvin, and
employment during the 2023-2024 academic year. Maximum variation was sought
in gender, age, experience, education level, grade taught, and geographical region.
Ultimately, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 20 primary school
teachers (12 female, 8 male) from mixed-gender schools. Data saturation was
achieved by the 20th interview, but two additional interviews were conducted for
further validation. All interviews, lasting 60-90 minutes on average, were recorded
and transcribed verbatim.

Data analysis followed Colaizzi's seven-step method. This involved familiarization
with the data by repeatedly reading transcripts, identifying significant statements
relevant to the phenomenon, formulating meanings from these statements,
clustering these meanings into emergent themes and sub-themes, developing an
exhaustive description of the phenomenon, producing a fundamental structure, and
validating the findings through member checking. The coding process was
conducted manually, moving from initial codes to sub-themes and finally to
overarching themes. To ensure trustworthiness, Lincoln and Guba's (1985) criteria
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were employed, using member checking and peer debriefing to enhance credibility
and confirmability.

Findings: The analysis of the interviews yielded three main themes regarding how
teachers' perceptions of gender roles influence their curriculum implementation:
Reproduction of Traditional Gender Roles in the Classroom: This theme, expressed
by the majority of teachers, reveals a persistent adherence to stereotypical gender
roles. It consists of three sub-themes:

Allocating Technical Activities to Boys: Teachers consistently assigned physically
demanding, technical, or scientific tasks (e.g., science experiments, planting,
building electrical circuits) to boys, often justifying this by stating boys were
""stronger," "better," or more suited to such tasks.

Allocating Delicate Activities to Girls: Conversely, activities requiring fine motor
skills, creativity, and concentration (e.g., crafting, sewing, drawing) were
predominantly assigned to girls, who were perceived as more “creative,” "delicate,"
and artistically inclined.

Assigning Story Characters Based on Traditional Perceptions: In literary activities
like plays and storytelling, teachers assigned roles based on gender stereotypes.
Boys were cast as strong, independent, central heroes (e.g., Rostam in the epic),
while girls were given marginal, supportive, or traditionally "feminine" roles (e.g.,
a witch or narrator), even when the text did not specify the character's gender.

Creation of New Gender Roles in the Classroom: This theme, represented by a
smaller number of teachers (often younger and less experienced), reflects an effort
to move beyond traditional stereotypes. It comprises three sub-themes:

Raising Awareness of Personal Capacities: These teachers actively worked to make
students aware that abilities are not inherently tied to gender, encouraging both girls
and boys to explore a wide range of skills and interests.

Equal Expectations from Girls and Boys: They maintained identical expectations
for participation and performance from all students, regardless of gender, and
required all students to engage in all activities, from sewing to science.

Assessment Based on Individual Ability, Not Gender: In evaluation, these teachers
focused on individual effort and progress relative to personal starting points, rather
than comparing boys and girls against a gendered standard of ability.

Gender-Biased Teacher Interactions in the Classroom: This theme highlights how
teachers' perceptions influenced their daily interactions with students. It is
composed of three sub-themes:

Interactions Favoring Boys: Many female teachers reported having better and easier
interactions with boys, whom they described as more "logical,” "resilient,” and less
likely to hold grudges compared to girls, who were perceived as "sensitive" and
"harder to work with."

Utilizing Boys' Mathematical Intelligence: A common perception was that boys
were naturally superior in mathematics. Consequently, teachers often provided boys
with more opportunities to participate in math lessons and even enlisted them as
peer tutors for girls, thereby reinforcing the stereotype of math as a male domain.
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Teaching Tailored to Student Gender: Many teachers felt compelled to adapt their
teaching styles and select content to cater to the perceived different interests and
learning styles of girls and boys, further entrenching gender as a primary category
for instructional decision-making.

Conclusion and Discussion: The findings paint a complex picture of curriculum
implementation in mixed-gender primary schools in Iran. The dominant trend is the
reproduction of traditional gender roles, where teachers' deeply ingrained
stereotypical perceptions directly translate into a gendered division of labor and
opportunity in the classroom. This aligns with Butler's (2004) concept of gender as
a social performance, sustained through repeated actions. However, a counter-trend,
the creation of new gender roles, led by a minority of teachers, demonstrates the
potential for educators to act as agents of change. By fostering awareness,
maintaining equal expectations, and assessing individually, these teachers challenge
stereotypes and promote gender equality.

The study underscores that teachers are not neutral conduits of the curriculum; they
are active interpreters whose personal perceptions of gender significantly shape the
"lived curriculum" experienced by students. The pervasive gender-biased
interactions and the stereotyping of academic subjects like mathematics risk
limiting students' potential and reinforcing systemic inequalities. The research
suggests a need for targeted professional development to make teachers aware of
their implicit gender biases. Furthermore, integrating critical discussions on gender
equality into pre-service teacher training at Farhangian University is crucial.
Recommendations include using non-biased teaching materials, creating inclusive
classroom environments, encouraging students to explore non-traditional roles, and
being open to feedback from students and parents. By doing so, teachers can
transform their classrooms from sites of gender role reproduction into spaces that
foster equity and empower all students, regardless of gender.

Keywords:  Curriculum  Implementation, Gender Roles, Teachers, Learners,
Primary Education, Mixed-Gender Classes, Descriptive Phenomenology.
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