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Analyzing the ldeas of Elementary School Teachers about
the Concept of ""Child-Friendly School**

N. SoltaniNejad , R. Safiyan Beldaji

Abstract: The present study aims to analyze the
ideas of elementary teachers about the concept of
"child-friendly school" to extract its components
and obstacles. The research method applied was
phenomenological and 24 elementary teachers of
Tehran city were interviewed via qualitative
semistructured interviews based on theoretical
saturation criterion. The method of data analysis
used was Brawn and Clarke's (2006) thematic
analysis. Based on the thematic analysis, 13 basic
themes (student -centered curriculum; integrating
art with curriculum; child-friendly teacher;
psychologist teacher; happy teacher; student -
centeredness; student for  student; economic
problems of families; social problems of families;
single parent; hapJJy school yard; The use of
colors; per capita educational space), 5 organizin

themes (curriculum; family; teacher; schoo
culture; physical space) and a %Iobal theme (child
-friendly school) were identified as the child-
friendly school components. In addition, 7 basic
themes (lack of budgeting; lack of organizational
support; insufficiency of teacher education
system; lack of motivation; equipment and
facilities; architecture), 3 organizing themes
(infrastructure; human  resources; ~ physical
inviornment) and a global theme (barriers) were
recognized as the barriers to the realization of a
child-friendly school. As the findings revealed,
according to the teachers’ ohinions Earticipatin

in the research, a child-friendly school shoul

focus principally on children and their morale in
various aspects of school management, its staff,
especially teachers, physical space, curriculum,
and the degree of interaction with the child's
family. Finally, it should be mentioned that due to
several obstacles, there are no conditions to create
such schools in many Iranian schools, especially
public schools.

Keywords: child-friendly school, curriculum,
student-centeredness, school physical space
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