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Introduction

The present study, which aimed to conduct a comparative analysis of charity systems and religious charities in Iran,
Egypt, and Turkey, sought to answer the following question: What are the factors affecting the growth and expansion of
charities, as well as the most important differences and similarities between philanthropy and religious charities in Iran,
Egypt, and Turkey?

In the vast field of theoretical concepts related to charity and altruism, various thinkers and experts, as well as
numerous schools, have engaged in theorizing, research, and other theoretical endeavors. Among them, five selected
thinkers, namely 1. the pair Mauss/Durkheim, 2. the pair Zizek/Kapoor, and 3. Singer are more important due to the
specifics of their theoretical system. These five selected thinkers, in a construction formulation, represent three
prominent intellectual traditions in the field of social thought on benevolence. These three traditions can be named as
follows: A. Conditional benevolence (Mauss/Durkheim), B. Positive benevolence (Singer), and C. Negative
benevolence (Zizek/Kapoor).

Methodology

The research method adopted here is the comparative method, which is based on comparison to understand the
similarities and differences between social units. In the field of social sciences and sociology, comparative research can
be defined as research that systematically attempts to compare social units and realities with each other by providing
empirical evidence and documentation. Considering the objectives of the research, it should be said that the present
study is a comparative study (comparison of religious charity and benevolence systems in Middle Eastern societies),
following the qualitative tradition (in-depth description) and of a case-based type (case study of three religious charity
institutions) and with few cases or small N (three countries: Iran, Egypt, and Turkey).
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Findings

A study of the Middle East region from a historical sociological perspective shows that multiple factors and variables
have been effective in the growth and expansion of charitable institutions in the Middle East region, the most important
of which are 1. Human benevolent motives and religious tendencies; 2. Poverty and social inequalities; 3. Private sector
reluctance; 4. Implementation of neoliberal programs and governments’ retreat from the field of social responsibilities.
At the macro-national and general level, a comparative study of the three countries, based on secondary analysis of
annual CAF data, showed that in the most recent data, the regional and global rankings for Iran are 3 and 27, for Egypt
12 and 128, and for Turkey 11 and 122, respectively. Here, we witness Iran’s 101 -point advantage over Egypt and a 95-
point advantage over Turkey.

Also, secondary analysis of data from the World Values Survey (WVS) showed that in terms of membership in
charitable organizations, Iran is six times more likely to be a member than Egypt and five times more likely to be a
member than Turkey. Also, in all three countries, men are more likely to be members than women. It should be added
that in Iran, more than four-fifths of respondents stated that they have “allot and very much trust” in charitable
institutions. In Egypt, less than half of respondents stated that they have “a lot and very much trust” in charitable
organizations, and in Turkey, about three-fifths of respondents stated that they have “a lot and very much trust” in
charitable institutions. Also, in Iran and Turkey, older people and adults have more trust in charitable institutions than
the other two age groups, namely, middle-aged and young people. But in Egypt, young people have more trust in
charitable institutions than the other two age groups, and as people get older, their level of trust in charitable institutions
decreases slightly.

At the organizational level, the " DarolEkram-e-Hazrat Abolfazl's Al Abbas Charitable Institute " has been
considered for Iran, the Dar Al-Orman™ for Egypt, and the "Kimse Yok Mu Solidarity and Aid Association™ for Turkey.
Therefore, here, these three charitable institutions were examined in their entirety and as a complete social matter and in
their specific historical, cultural, and political context and in various dimensions (founders, target community, status of
activity, method of providing services, method of communication and inspiration from religious teachings, method of
securing financial resources, etc.)

Discussion and Conclusion

All three charity associations studied (despite being located in three different cultural, historical, and social contexts)
have a religious approach, and their starting point for civic activism and social activity is religious and theological
motivations, but they offer their services to all those in need without any boundaries of identity or religion. Another
point is that DarolEkram of Iran emphasizes education (granting scholarships to talented students) as the main tool in
the social mobility of those in need and their escape from the cycle of poverty, Al orman of Egypt focuses on
sustainable and multidimensional development, and Kimse Yok Mu of Turkey focuses on international relief and rescue
activities and emergency aid.

One of the reasons for this type of focus on goals in the three associations studied is that, given the relative
prosperity of Turkish society (especially since the 1980s and after the economic reforms carried out during the Turgut
Ozal era), and the fact that Turkish citizens enjoy an acceptable level of per capita income, as well as the presence of
businessmen, industrialists, and capital affiliated with the Hizmet and Gilen movements around the world, it is
somewhat natural for Kimse Yok Mu to focus on cross-border and international goals, namely relief and rescue in
disasters and emergencies. However, in Iran, given the presence of talented students who live in an unfavorable
financial and economic situation for their families and the high probability of dropping out of school and leaving the
educational cycle for such students, DarolEkram has placed its emphasis and focus on supporting and providing
scholarships to these students, because education plays an important role in the social mobility of the lower classes and
layers of Iranian society. In the Egyptian Al Orman Association, the presence of a team of doctors, engineers,
specialists, and high-ranking experts on the board of directors of the association and the policy-making and planning of
senior managers - who also have experience working in the Egyptian government and political system - has led to the
association emphasizing and focusing on sustainable and multidimensional development, given Egypt's serious
weaknesses in the field of human development and sustainable development (ranked 110th in the world).Overall, Iran,
Egypt, and Turkey have rich and different experiences of charity in their social life.
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Table 1. The state of philanthropy in the three countries studied (according to WGI scores) in the most
recent CAF survey in 2024
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Figure 1. Comparison of the state of philanthropy in the three countries studied (according to WGI

scores) and in the most recent CAF survey in 2024

YoYF-Yo)o &LAJZJL{JA)JMJLE.AJJJAUA}L:M)}Q‘J,::&:JJ))J;.:.]&:L;«)J;. u

elanml ol s Sl s A, aS Cl ol 5 S blizud CAF e slaesls 5l o 51 015 0 & s &5

el Jal BB Oley b s (Ui Sler Lasli an 3b) ol S

BL) cu,:_~>_u).§ el YOO Y JL»M.JG}JJA w‘j U'-J-J:‘é" sl odaline JJL;Y JQ.Z):S)}LQM ‘Q|ﬂ\)j.i5): A
A0, Gl e e sler s ax Sl o35 353 5 515 il Ol 5588 caalllas 5550 Sles 356 ples
u&:fv'l?ajl::.a‘ﬁij‘}m)jkcu.u.a.a'—Liwﬁ)sjtgalobﬁﬁlaiQ)Q\ﬁ:z\:ﬁ.@h;ﬁﬁuMJ.AJ;

Wl 0350 YL 800 b a0 31t g6l 4 g S8 5 (a8 5l 3l S8 e la 5o 5Ll ol gen (Lastls

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

sl 035 eSS0l 3500 Sl UL s sl 4 3y anas) Laxls kel Js

/\ /_ —_—a )l S8
V
. /\/\ / :‘ﬂ)ﬁ))““f‘??:‘;‘#;"‘s
=/
— e AMA Y 8888 88 8 o4y 3T
— \/\/ Sl
QO N O S o A D O A AV D 3
DAY DY VY
ST S

Yori-Yore gladle ;o WG jias Gl jasle aw b b Sl ol Sa s Candy Ol uis Xy, ¥ IS
Figure 2. Trends in Iranians' charitable giving according to the three Global Giving Indexes (WGI) from

2010 to 2024
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Figure 3. Trends in the philanthropic status of Egyptians according to the three Global Giving Indexes
(WGI) in the years 2010-2024
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Figure 4. Trends in the philanthropy status of Turkish people according t
Indexes (WGI) in the years 2010-2024
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Table 2. Survey of average status of membership in charitable organizations in the three countries

surveyed, in the seventh wave of the WVS

S A o o o
LRSI WD Jta by [ W LR 85 3, Lad sis 5 (gAazmsd
#4/Y £1/4 Ve vY/$ VY /Y 32M8 e 28 Ol Cons
YA/ YY/Y YAV Vot \\lg YN b pae iz 2
Y1/4 \O/A VA/Y \e VoY VY5 Jd pae sb—ma i)
_ _ - - - - bl e S
1¥44 \nd VYA Y. vYY vss S g
S o o o
i s dleor Jl YA Juva s 35 s, oy 5 (luatons
9¥/5 40/f LYY 943/ Q0/F qr/4 e 3BE e Coady
/0 ¥/ Y/A Y/ Y0 Y/0 b e pde a5 e 0
/A /0 \/Y /Y \ Y/ S| PERNCY E— g
o /Y /Y st /il ol Sl
VYo YA Nal ¥\ ov4 £Y) 5 g
d

https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.146315.1143


https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.146315.1143

\f‘fL(?)&L:-:UL«}LTe)WLTeJJALAiﬂi-)}a\}J}QNUaA \A?

S g o o
S 5 Jw 00 B[WELRIE D JL Y4 5 03 3,0 b sae 5 guaiws
4/ L% qr/F q)/f 43/ Q¥ sy S 5 Coas
¥/ O/A \7A 0/0 Y/A o S e s
\/Y /¥ VY \ \/Y \/Y Jd g2 gb—a 55
V% \A Vs \A e P el s e Sl
Y¥VO ard VeAS VY VYA A VYV S5 g

(WVS, 2022: 33-34)

caalie LB Y Jsir 5 5 55 b0l VS L iler (sl 551 o 51 (T TY-Y0 V) 5k e slaesls G
S Yo/A 5 26,10 &t glaolsle 5 baan o 53 (o sae Lles S p3lel Ob,;f'cwlg BURSWESTE £ VA S JR RSO
o5 Al 4 aolosle 5 bhans 5o 5o (Jlad e Ao 53 1V/4 5 Jlad o ;3 YAA) o e Lles S fj\"“ Ulijfc*’b
S i3 OFF T 5 Al eyt SLa0liln 3 bt 3o 53 2 s L3 5 p3lel 0 S gl 51 A3 AF/S (e
Aol st ladbln s b be 5o (JLsd 8 o3 VA 5 Jlad ds )53 Y/O) Cu suze Lilos S el qlijfc_wb
Lo 3 #1Y 5 Al 4 sladbesle 5 laaew 3o 53 sle Lilos S r)&;\ ub_jfc_wb)l Lo )3 AY/Y aS 5 55 (yeomen
03 Al 4 e laolele 5 baanisbe 5o (Jlad e Ao )3 V/Y 5 Jlad o3 ¥/4) o e Liles S el QL;_;C»L. 3
w2t SOl 5 baasfo 5 Copde B 51 aS 5w Cad S0 5 e & s Ol ol 4P (55 0 Al
el LLE oS o 1w gladlesla s Cogae 53 (solel Ml ) LY Coabl L Ol el 4 STt
Sl sl slasls, 5 o S IS 4 e o elanr| o 4 slizel (e | eis) oplite ponde 0L 5 il e
as b |y gt sn (5350 By e 5 o e Olul Ll 18ty o (gt 3o 0350 o s 5

5 e 55 005 31 i Ol5 e 5555 aw o 55 (el sl LB Y Jsi 55 &5 &,500 daesls opl Gb (pimman
93 40 S Ao 3 YA L JLiS 550 5 cpe 3131 0100 s copl o sdle lanils Co gt 5 &S L 4, a0l sl
oo Aalaaly a2t gladnte 53 (g i Cusae (Ao 3 YL Ol 5 ds T po‘yupﬁ‘ﬁaww;
Ll it sl s oo 3 (JLab b 5 I o) e 5 e il e 505 Slie 4 o
F/7 L OVLS 5 SGs 05,8 93 4 Sl o3 P/Y L Olgr 3131 oSo e 3 oSl )3 e Saan
5 e 38l S 5 s a ST ol s lails Lot ladin b 53 (6 i Coseae cho s ¥/ L OYLGLL 5 A s
6J:_.i~:.3¢€j~é.onw):(>/\°QQ‘YLJL,:;M)M"/O\{QU\ﬁﬁuﬁbwebfy@w.LpﬁV/\ LJLS 5
Lzl 4t ks jo 5

4 sbslg @ lael Ol Audad pw, s ™

o Ol e ezl Olss a0 a5 (sl o laslg 5 o elann] (RS lowl 5 ey 03 e SIS S 51 (S
Sl gladnsse

d https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.146315.1143


https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.146315.1143

AV O 5 oo ko /4S5 5 e O oot (gl 5 (63 50 Anlllan ¢ jolan By sl 55 4y o (glopllss i dnlllas

WVS (e 5,155 Gib (o Con 5528 w53 455 slaalg @ sleisl Candy 5S0le (s ¥ Jsi
Table 3. Survey of the average state of trust in charitable institutions in the three countries studied,
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