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Abstract

The fabric of culture, having traversed sociology,
psychology, and history, has now extended into the
domain of criminology. Cultural criminology, which
manifests in adaptation to the modern world and
represents the intersection of culture and criminal
processes, examines cultural conflicts through a
specialized lens - often considering them as factors
contributing to criminal behavior. One of the cultural
platforms in contemporary society is cyberspace. The
proliferation of mass media and digital spaces has
transformed perspectives and, consequently, altered
traditional culture. The role of mass media in constructing
and controlling culture and subcultures is significant.
Cyberspace showcases a new form of identity-shaping
institutions through "criminal superheroes" (delinquent
celebrities). In this context, micro-celebrities can be
discussed - individuals who propagate a particular
ideological model through their distinctive attire,
demeanor, methods, and behavior. Instagram serves as a
platform for promoting ideological paradigms, becoming
a haven for tabloid audiences (micro-celebrities). In this
space, the antisocial behaviors of micro-celebrities attract
a broad spectrum of youth. Among these figures, the
works of Amir Magsudlu, known as "Tataloo," a rapper

representing a subculture termed "Tataliti culture,”" warrant attention and
analysis. In the present study, four of his most popular songs were
selected through a survey of his fans, after which their overall content
was extracted and coded. Prominent and recurring keywords in the songs
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were identified, with repeated terms receiving identical codes. Some
words were grouped under broader categories, which were then further
refined to establish a sample classification. Finally, all subcategories were
consolidated into a comprehensive set to demonstrate that the songs were
composed and disseminated to promote the specific Tataliti subculture

with targeted objectives.

Keywords: Cultural Criminology and Media, Crime as Culture, Culture
as Crime, Carnival of Crime, Micro-Celebrity

Funding: The author(s) received no financial support (funding. Grants and
sponsorship) for the research, authorship, and/ or puplication of this article.

Hadi Rostami: Conceptualization, Methodology, Validation, Formal analysis,
Investigation, Resources, Data Curation, Writing - Original Draft, Writing -
Review & Editing, Visualization, Supervision, Project administration.

Hadis Zohrevand: Conceptualization, Methodology, Validation, Formal analysis,
Investigation, Resources, Data Curation, Writing - Original Draft, Writing -
Review & Editing, Visualization.

Competing interests: The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Citation:

Rostami, Hadi, Hadis Zohrevand. “Thematic Analysis of Tataloo's Works in
Cyberspace through the Lens of Cultural” Journal of Criminal Law and
Criminology 13, no. 25 (September 6, 2025), 273-302.




275 Hadi Rostami / Thematic Analysis of Tataloo's Works in Cyberspace through...

Extended Abstract

Culture and punishment share an ancient connection, and cultural
criminology emerges within this paradigm. Cultural criminology regards
cultural conflicts as factors contributing to criminal behavior. One arena
fostering such conflicts is cyberspace, which, due to its vast reach, serves
as an identity-forming platform capable of transforming traditional
culture. Virtual identity-shaping institutions harbor delinquent celebrities
and micro-celebrities who propagate their own ideological models and
cultural norms, attracting followers. For instance, Amir Magsudlu, known
as "Tataloo," through his activities on Instagram, has introduced his
desired subculture. With his distinctive style of dress, demeanor, tattoos,
behavior, and lyrical themes, he is not merely recognized as a musician
but has emerged as a social phenomenon - one influenced by socio-
cultural environments that drive delinquency. Having failed to achieve
legitimate goals, he has gravitated toward criminal behavior. He
encourages his followers to adopt his subculture, labeling them as
"Tatalitis." Being a "Tataliti" is not merely a label but signifies a distinct
culture reflected in his music. Thematic analysis, a qualitative research
method, was employed in this study to examine the content of Tataloo's
songs. This method was selected due to the dispersed nature of the data,
with the primary aim of organizing and enriching fragmented
information. In this research, 25 of Tataloo's fans from a high school were
surveyed, and four popular songs were chosen. The content of these
songs was then extracted and coded. During the coding process, recurring
and emphasized words were identified and categorized. Thematic
analysis operates on analytical induction, moving from specific to general
to provide rich, detailed data. Researchers achieve typological and
analytical understanding by classifying data and identifying intra- and
inter-data patterns. This method enables scholars to detect and interpret
patterns, key concepts, and various themes within qualitative data. The
ultimate goal is to extract themes from the core of the data, organizing
and interpreting phenomena to identify recurrent and meaningful patterns.
Thematic analysis not only helps uncover hidden patterns and
underpinnings in data but also facilitates a deeper understanding of the
subject matter. In this study, it allowed for a precise examination of
Tataloo's song content and its impact on adolescent audiences. Cultural
criminology emphasizes the importance of "image, style, and
representation,” exploring how media and public culture can contribute to
the formation and propagation of criminal behavior. In this context,
Tataloo's works were examined as an example of subcultural
representation in cyberspace. Cyberspace, particularly social media,
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enables individuals to present themselves publicly and express opinions
on socio-cultural issues. Such representations can influence identity
formation. In this context, micro-celebrities like Tataloo serve as
behavioral models and may promote antisocial conduct. Thematic
analysis reveals that Tataloo's works encompass multiple themes,
including: negation of religious beliefs; distorted portrayals of family,
particularly parents; promotion of violence, suicide, social despair, and
high-risk behaviors; encouragement of drug use and illicit relationships;
and normalization of deviance. These elements may lead to social
anomie. Additionally, the analysis highlights distrust in governance
within his works, potentially fostering social disconnection. Adolescents
and young adults, in their search for identity and due to high
susceptibility, are easily influenced by the themes in Tataloo's works.
Consequently, they may discard traditional and moral values in favor of
new norms promoted by micro-celebrities. The promotion of antisocial
behavior in Tataloo's music may steer youth toward accepting such
conduct, impacting national and cultural identity. Tataloo's works reflect
the reproduction of a modern subculture termed "Tataliti culture." As a
social phenomenon, this subculture demands attention and strategic
intervention. Eighteen million comments, 626 thousand live views, and
four million Instagram followers underscore the emergence of the
"Tataloo" phenomenon. Culture can both facilitate and deter crime. One
approach to countering criminogenic culture is leveraging its crime-
deterring aspects. Thus, introducing university courses on "Emerging
Social Phenomena in Popular Music Culture" to explore the sociological
dimensions of such music could yield positive outcomes. Findings from
criminal sociology may also be utilized, with academic programs in
criminal sociology addressing emerging social phenomena and
appropriate responses. Additionally, courses on musical luminaries
alongside popular music studies should be offered. The objective is
critical thinking; this approach, using the popularity of mainstream music,
may serve as a gateway to Persian literary and classical music. Such
courses would assess the literary merit of lyrics and engage in
discography - detailed study and cataloging of published musical works.
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