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Abstract

The observance of time in criminal proceedings
constitutes one of the determining variables of judicial
guality. To such an extent that in certain cases,
incorporating the time variable into criminal proceedings
alters the priorities of the criminal justice system and
even redefines the positions of actors within this process.
Although in many academic sources and judicial
documents related to criminal policy, the issue of time has
been loosely reduced to procedural delays, the reality is
that time and time management encompass broad
dimensions, scopes, and variables, where only one of the
adverse consequences of disregarding them is the creation
of undue delays in criminal proceedings. This article
examines two competing paradigms in this field - the
human rights paradigm and the managerial paradigm -
while elucidating the concept of time in criminal
proceedings. In this regard, by analyzing some of the
most important overarching documents and existing laws,
the status of Iran's criminal policy has been evaluated
from the perspective of this concept. The findings of this
research indicate the criminal justice system's movement
toward optimization and acceleration, particularly in
preliminary investigation stages, with a focus on reducing
procedural delays while in some instances departing from

the concept of reasonable time for adjudication.
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Extended Abstract

Time, as one of the key variables in criminal proceedings, plays a decisive
role in the quality of criminal justice. Proper time management not only
leads to increased efficiency and expedited handling of crimes but also
influences the priorities of the criminal justice system, the positions of
actors, and even the definition of justice itself. In reality, prioritizing speed in
criminal trials sometimes marginalizes substantive justice, making it
dependent on procedural justice - that is, the speed of proceedings. This shift
in approach holds particular significance in conceptual definitions of justice.
Policymakers' perspectives on "increasing speed in criminal proceedings"
have undergone significant transformations over time. These transformations
have manifested not only in laws and regulations but also in the managerial
approaches governing the judicial system. Various strategies for accelerating
criminal proceedings have been adopted, ranging from human rights-based
approaches to purely managerial ones. This adds to the diversity and
complexity of challenges facing Iran's criminal justice system, making its
evaluation more difficult. This article focuses on the overarching judicial
documents of the Islamic Republic of Iran to examine the conceptual
evolution of "reasonable time" and its transition to "optimal time™ in policies
governing criminal proceedings. Five-Year Development Plans, Judicial
Development documents, and Judicial Transformation documents will serve
as primary sources for analysis in this research. The main objective is to
investigate how the approach has shifted from emphasizing "reasonable
time" - which is primarily rooted in human rights principles and the
guarantee of defense rights - to "optimal time,” which may sometimes
prioritize efficiency and speed at the potential expense of certain defendant
rights. Analysis of these documents will help clarify how different

managerial perspectives influence the definition and implementation of
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"time" in criminal proceedings. This analysis examines factors affecting the
selection and prioritization of these two approaches (reasonable time versus
optimal time) and evaluates the consequences of each on criminal
proceedings and the quality of justice delivered. In other words, this article
seeks to answer whether policies accelerating criminal proceedings have
always fully respected defendant rights and guaranteed substantive justice,
or whether prioritizing speed has sometimes come at the expense of
substantive justice. In examining this issue, the article compares the concepts
of "reasonable time" and "optimal time,” analyzing their fundamental
differences from philosophical and legal perspectives. Additionally, it
investigates the limitations and challenges of each approach within the
context of the practical realities of Iran's judicial system. This examination,
through content analysis of overarching documents and their comparison
with the actual performance of the judicial system, provides a more accurate
picture of the current status and challenges facing time management in
criminal proceedings. Ultimately, by offering suggestions for improving time
management in criminal proceedings, the article seeks to develop a balanced
approach. An approach that considers both efficiency and speed in handling
crimes while fully protecting defendant rights and guaranteeing substantive
justice. This balanced approach could help improve the quality of criminal
justice and increase public trust in the judicial system. That is, the ultimate
goal of this analysis is to provide solutions for developing an approach that
simultaneously ensures both speed and justice while preventing conflicts

between them.
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