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Abstract

The phenomenon of the plundering of natural resources in armed
conflicts is considered one of the serious current threats to the
environment and a danger to peace and security within countries and
in the international arena. There has long been a close dependency
and connection between natural resources and armed conflicts. This
bidirectional relationship has resulted in irreparable damage to
natural resources during conflicts, as well as putting human lives at
risk. This paper, using a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to
outline a desirable perspective in explaining the conceptual scope of
the phenomenon of plunder and, by evaluating international law
regulations in this area, seeks to find an appropriate model to
minimize the damages caused by this phenomenon. In this regard,
recent efforts by the International Law Convention to address the
issue of plunder in the draft provisions for the protection of the
environment in armed conflicts in 2022 are also considered and
examined. An analysis of existing rules confirms the reality that,
despite the abundance of international regulations in this area, these
rules appear to be insufficient in practice and have not provided the
necessary legal mechanisms to effectively combat this phenomenon.
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