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Soft war is implemented by using media such as satellite networks,
animation, toys, digital games, publications and social networks... and
also by utilizing various emotional, religious, ethnic, and psychological
propaganda techniques. America always keeps the gamer's mind from
logical and rational analysis by using visual and interactive attractions in
digital games and implements its inductive content, making thousands of
digital games, most of them against Muslims and Islamic lands, proves
this. This research aims to identify how America operates and uses a
qualitative exploratory method to answer the question: In what ways and
methods does America engage in soft war in digital games? By
monopolizing information and providing a large amount of information -
providing false information - and providing harmful information,
America gradually and imperceptibly weakens the national and religious
identity of gamers. The United States is purposefully waging a soft war
against the Islamic Republic of Iran by using methods such as
embellishment (false embellishment), encouragement and appreciation,
de-ugliness and desensitization in digital games, while undermining the
cultural and religious foundations of open games and also by promoting
Western values, in order to prevent, in its opinion, the revival of Islamic
civilization.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran in
1979 marked a turning point in contemporary
history, not only transforming Iran's political
structure but also profoundly impacting global
equations. By challenging Western hegemony,
reviving authentic Islam, and inspiring Islamic
awakening movements, the Revolution presented a
unique challenge to Western civilization. In
response, the United States has employed various
strategies against the Islamic Republic, shifting in
recent years from hard and semi-hard wars to a
focus on soft warfare. Within this modern soft war
arsenal, digital and computer games have emerged
as a particularly significant tool due to their global
reach, immense  popularity, and deep
psychological impact on the youth, making them a
central domain for America's civilizational
confrontation with Iran .Digital games, with nearly
3 billion players worldwide and generating
revenues surpassing even the film and music
industries, hold an unprecedented cultural and
entertainment influence. Their interactive and
immersive nature allows them to significantly
shape the perceptions and behaviors of their users,
often children and adolescents. Recognizing this,
the US utilizes these games as a key instrument for
regional soft warfare within Iran's political
geography. This involves embedding specific
cultural values, promoting a Western-centric
worldview, and subtly influencing the minds of the
younger generation. This research aims to
deconstruct these methods of influence to not only
enhance public media literacy but also to provide
strategic insights for developing national games,
thereby countering this multifaceted assault and
thwarting the objectives of American-led Western
civilization in this critical arena.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative and
exploratory methodology. Data collection is
rimarily conducted through direct observation and
gameplay analysis of relevant digital games,
complemented by an extensive library-based study
of literature on soft war and media warfare, as well
as a review of existing academic articles
concerning digital games and soft war strategies.

Results and Discussion

Based on the analysis of selected digital games, the
findings reveal that the U.S. employs a
multifaceted soft war strategy through digital
games, primarily utilizing two key mechanisms:
Glorification and Desensitization .Firstly, the
strategy of Glorification (or Embellishment) is

systematically used to make immoral and violent
acts appear attractive and rewarding. Through
sophisticated audiovisual effects, compelling
narratives, and in-game reward systems, games
like Grand Theft Auto V, Hitman 3, and
Cyberpunk 2077 present actions such as murder,
theft, drug use, and promiscuity as exciting,
pleasurable, and even heroic endeavors. This
method, as warned in the Quran, adorns sinful acts
to mislead individuals, gradually reducing the
player's aversion to these behaviors and blurring
the line between right and wrong .Secondly, the
strategy of Desensitization and Normalization
works to gradually erode moral and religious
sensitivities by repeatedly exposing players to
deviant content. Games such as The Sims 4 and
Saints Row IV normalize behaviors like substance
abuse, extramarital relationships, and disrespect
for parents by presenting them as commonplace
and devoid of serious consequences within the
game's narrative and mechanics. This repeated
exposure, akin to the "frog in boiling water" effect,
systematically diminishes the player's cultural and
religious resistance, making them more accepting
of values and lifestyles that contradict Islamic and
indigenous principles.

Conclusion

In its soft war against the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the United States employs information explosion
and information monopoly, along with the
dissemination of false and harmful information, as
key tools to dominate the audience's mind and
behavior. These strategies are designed to achieve
mental saturation, reduce critical thinking and
intellectual cohesion, limit access to indigenous
content, and steer gamers toward accepting
American-favored narratives. Information
explosion and monopoly, achieved through mass
production of games and ownership stakes in non-
American game development companies, are
complemented by key methods such as
Glorification (Embellishment), Encouragement &
Reward, and Desensitization & Normalization.
These methods, which oversee the delivery of false
and harmful inappropriate information, aim to
reduce the cultural and religious resistance of
gamers, thereby increasingly facilitating the
infiltration of Western civilizational values.

By leveraging fundamental human psychological
traits-such as curiosity, a sense of responsibility,
the desire for competition, hedonism, and the
inclination to care for others-the U.S. immerses the
gamer in the digital game world, thereby lowering
their resistance to its induced content. These
methods may be used in combination or
individually within games, and often subtly
promote and propagate liberal Western values
while normalizing unethical behaviors. In this
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manner, the gamer's beliefs, values, tendencies,
and behaviors are gradually altered, leading to the
ultimate success of the enemy's soft war.
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1. Progression System.

2. Progression Reward.

3. Cyber-enhancements.

4. Narrative Justification and Reward.
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