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This study aimed to investigate the relationship between dimensions of collective
cultural identity (including religious identity, national identity, intra-ethnic
identity, extra-ethnic identity, and global identity) and the social participation of
citizens in Tabriz. The research method was descriptive-analytical and
correlational, and data were collected through standardized and valid
questionnaires. The statistical population consisted of citizens over 18 years old
in Tabriz, and a sample size of 386 was determined. Data were analyzed using
statistical methods, including Pearson correlation and multiple regression
analysis. The findings revealed that collective cultural identity significantly
influences social participation. Specifically, religious identity and intra-ethnic
identity had the most positive impact on social participation, while global
identity had a negative effect. National identity and extra-ethnic identity did not
show a significant impact on social participation. The adjusted coefficient of
determination in the regression model indicated that dimensions of collective
cultural identity explain approximately 31% of the variance in social
participation. The results of this study suggest that strengthening certain
dimensions of cultural identity, particularly religious identity and intra-ethnic
identity, can lead to increased social participation among citizens. On the other
hand, global identity may act as a barrier to active citizen participation due to
conflicts between local and global identities. These findings highlight the
importance of considering collective cultural identity in social and cultural
planning to enhance social participation and strengthen social cohesion in
multicultural societies such as Tabriz.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In today’s world, which faces complex phenomena
such as globalization, mass migration, and rapid
cultural and social transformations, cultural
identity has gained increasing importance as one of
the fundamental elements shaping behaviors,
attitudes, and social interactions. Collective
cultural identity, defined as a set of beliefs, values,
and affiliations that connect individuals to specific
social groups, not only influences how people
perceive themselves and others but also plays a
decisive role in their level of participation in social,
political, and cultural activities. Social identity
encompasses various dimensions, including
religious identity, national identity, ethnic identity,
and gender identity. Social participation, in turn, is
regarded as a fundamental pillar of sustainable
development and a key factor in strengthening
social capital, contributing to the formation of a
cohesive, democratic, and dynamic society.
However, the relationship between cultural
identity and social participation is complex and
multidimensional,  particularly in  societies
characterized by high ethnic, religious, and
cultural diversity. The primary objective of this
study is to examine the impact of different
dimensions of collective cultural identity—
including religious identity, global identity,
national identity, intra-border ethnic identity, and
cross-border ethnic identity—on the social
participation of Tabriz citizens. The central
research question is how each of these identity
dimensions, both individually and in interaction
with one another, influences individuals' levels of
social participation. Additionally, the study seeks
to determine whether strengthening certain identity
dimensions can enhance social participation or
whether conflicts between these dimensions might
act as barriers to active civic engagement.

Methodology

This research is classified as an applied study in
terms of its objective, and as a cross-sectional
study in terms of its time frame. Methodologically,
it employs a quantitative approach and falls within
the category of descriptive-analytical and
correlational studies, as it describes variables and
analyzes their relationships. Given its broad scope,
it is also considered a large-scale study, as it
examines macro-level group variables within a
relatively large sample. The primary data for this
research are quantitative and were collected
through a survey method, utilizing a structured
questionnaire with closed-ended questions based
on the Likert scale. A standardized questionnaire
was used to measure the dependent variable (social
participation), while the independent variables

(religious identity, global identity, national
identity, intra-border ethnic identity, and cross-
border ethnic identity) were assessed using
indicators and questionnaires from previous
studies. To ensure the validity of the research
instrument, content validity and face validity were
evaluated through expert judgment. Reliability
was assessed using a pilot study and Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient. After developing the final
questionnaire, 35 copies were distributed among
individuals outside the main statistical sample, and
Cronbach’s alpha was calculated. Since the
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for all research
variables exceeded 0.70, the questionnaire was
deemed reliable. The statistical population of this
study consists of Tabriz citizens aged 18 and
above. The sample size was determined using the
sample size formula for finite populations (with a
95% confidence level and a 5% margin of error)
based on the Krejcie and Morgan table, resulting in
a sample of 386 respondents (188 women and 198
men).

Results and Discussion

The adjusted coefficient of determination (R?)
between the two main variables is 0.316, indicating
that collective cultural identity accounts for at least
31% of the variance in social participation. The
standardized beta () coefficients for the identity
dimensions are as follows: religious identity
(0.317), global identity (-0.419), national identity
(0.077), intra-border ethnic identity (0.429), and
cross-border ethnic identity (0.168). The results
suggest that religious identity, global identity, and
intra-border ethnic identity significantly contribute
to the level of social participation among the
studied citizens, while national identity and cross-
border ethnic identity do not have a substantial
impact. Among these, intra-border ethnic identity
and global identity play the most significant roles,
but in opposite directions: intra-border ethnic
identity is positively correlated with social
participation, meaning that an increase in this
identity dimension leads to higher social
participation. Conversely, global identity is
negatively correlated, indicating that an increase in
global identity is associated with lower social
participation.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that strengthening certain
dimensions of cultural identity—particularly
religious identity and intra-border ethnic
identity—can enhance citizens' social
participation. On the other hand, global identity
may act as a barrier to active civic engagement due
to potential conflicts between local and global
identities. Given the positive influence of religious
and intra-border ethnic identity on social
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participation, policymakers and social planners
can enhance citizen engagement by reinforcing
these identity dimensions through cultural and
religious events, support for local institutions, and
encouragement of group activities. Additionally,
considering the negative impact of global identity
on social participation, it is crucial to design
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