Geography (Regional Planning)

Volume 15, Issue 59, Summer 2025
ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112
Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Investigating the cultural integration of the Iranian diaspora with the host
society in order to promote a sense of belonging to the place (Canada)

Fakhrosadat Tabatabaei', Mohammad Parva*?, Hamed Moztarzadeh® Vahideh Hojati?

1. PhD Student, Department of Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran
3. Associate Professor, Department of Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran

ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Cultural differences between the origin and destination of migration and
PP: 100-121 lack of proper cultural integration have caused social and cultural alienation
of immigrants in immigrant-receiving societies, which in itself indicates a
decrease in the sense of belonging of immigrants to the host society. The
Use your device to scanand read | alm Of this research is to achieve how to culturally integrate and use the

the article online cultural components of the origin society in order to increase the sense of
belonging of the Iranian diaspora to the host society. The research method
=3 =] is analytical-descriptive and the method of conducting it is a survey. The

study population of 150 Iranian immigrants living in the cities of Toronto,
Montreal and VVancouver, Canada, were selected by snowball method. Data
=] %4 analysis was performed in SPSS software. The results showed that the most

appropriate method for cultural integration is the integration method, in
which the immigrant is committed to the culture of the origin society and
also interacts with the culture of the destination society, leading to a kind
of social solidarity. The results also showed that among the cultural
components of Iranian architecture, the security component was the most
influential component in creating a sense of belonging, followed by the
privacy and introversion components, and the transparency and continuity
components had the least impact on creating a sense of belonging to a new
place for immigrants.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The identity of immigrants is constructed as a
result of the mutual influence, effects, and actions
of a series of social factors, so that the new
identity of immigrants will be formed from the
new community and as a result of their daily
actions in the destination society. The process of
accepting the culture and values of the new
society by immigrants is actually leaving a
cultural identity and moving towards the culture
and values of the larger society (Fruton, 2012:
78). The sense of belonging and cognitive
interaction of a person with his or her living
environment has been defined as the most
important relationship between a person and a
place, so that the reduction of the sense of
belonging plays a significant role in creating
psychological problems such as alienation and
anxiety inimmigrants. The social and cultural ties
of immigrants to their new residential
environment are very influential on the formation
of their sense of belonging. In fact, returning to
the roots and culture from which immigrants
came and having a sense of belonging and
attachment to the new residential environment are
new desires of immigrant users that have not been
considered as they should be in the present era
due to lack of attention to cultural and social
issues.  Considering  the  socio-cultural
characteristics of the origin and destination
communities  simultaneously and  paying
attention to the cultural context of the origin
community for design with regard to social and
economic considerations can be a step towards
enhancing immigrants' sense of belonging to their
new housing and living environment. Iran has not
been and is not an exception to international
migration flows, and despite migration flows
from neighboring countries to Iran, many
Iranians have also migrated to developed
countries such as the United States, Canada,
Australia, and Germany, etc. According to the
Iranian Immigration Yearbook in 1401, in 2020,
the rank of Iranians in terms of emigration and
immigration acceptance among countries in the
world was 54th and 23rd, respectively. While
Iran's ranking in accepting and sending
immigrants to the world is in the first quartile.
Also, according to the statistics of this yearbook,
in the years 2010 to 2021, an average of about 86
thousand visas or non-tourist residence permits
have been issued annually to Iranians in Europe,

North America, Australia, Turkey and other
countries, and Iranians have received more than 2
thousand startup, entrepreneurship, investment or
self-employment visas from Canada and the
United Kingdom in the last 3 years (Iranian
Immigration Yearbook, 1400: 114). Considering
the wave of immigration of Iranians to Canada in
recent years, the context of this research focuses
on Iranian immigrants in Canada. Considering
the social issues and crises raised, this research
aims to answer the following questions:

1. How is the cultural integration of Iranian
immigrants in order to have a sense of belonging
to the place with the culture of the host society?
2. Which of the cultural components of Iranian
architecture in the design of diaspora housing can
increase their sense of belonging to the place in
the new society?

Methodology

The research in question is classified as a survey
research in terms of its purpose and nature,
including applied evaluation research and based
on the method. In this research, the analysis and
evaluation of the cultural integration and its
relationship with the sense of belonging to the
place of Iranian immigrants in the study area of
Canada was carried out by reviewing documents
and preparing a questionnaire. Due to the lack of
a standard questionnaire in the research subject, a
researcher-made questionnaire was used. The
basis of the evaluation in this research is to clarify
and refine the micro-criteria based on the
extracted criteria and the theoretical framework
of the research. By 2021, more than 400,000
Iranians were living in Canada, according to
published statistics, the number of Iranians who
entered Canada in 2021 alone was 11,000.
Iranians living in the three largest cities in
Canada; Toronto is more than 97 thousand,
Vancouver is more than 45 thousand, and
Montreal is more than 23 thousand. In a statistical
and general view, it can be said that after Toronto,
Vancouver and Montreal host the largest number
of Iranian immigrants, and the rest of the Iranian
immigrants are scattered in other major cities in
Canada. Therefore, the study context of this
research is in these three cities; Toronto,
Vancouver and Montreal with the largest number
of Iranian immigrants. Given the limitations in
each city, 50 Iranian immigrants are considered,
and a total of 150 questionnaires have been
distributed among the Iranian diaspora in order to
collect information. Therefore, because for such
statistical communities, the exact number of users
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in the urban space cannot usually be estimated
and they are so-called hidden communities, non-
probability snowball sampling was used to fill out
the questionnaires using the saturation point. In
the research, descriptive statistics were used to
describe the variables and inferential statistics
were used to explain and test the research
hypothesis. In this regard, the sense of belonging
was analyzed as a dependent variable and
architectural cultural factors were analyzed as
independent variables. The research data were
analyzed in SPSS 25 software. The value of
Cronbach's alpha coefficients of 0.78 indicates
the desirable reliability of the questionnaire, and
the validity of this questionnaire, in addition to
being standardized, has been approved by
architectural professors, which proves the
documented nature of the research results.

Results and discussion

In order to answer the first question of the study
on how Iranian immigrants culturally blend with
the culture of Canada in the three cities of
Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal as the cities
with the highest number of Iranian immigrants, it
can be said that people who migrate from their
country to abroad usually either live with the
cultural values of their own society and their
accepted behaviors or change their situation and
adapt to new values, and each of these methods
has consequences for them. If these people want
to behave in accordance with the values of their
own society, this will strengthen their feelings of
inferiority and loneliness, and if they want to
behave in accordance with the expectations of the
new society, it will cause a major identity crisis
and lack of a sense of belonging to the new
society for them. The results of the study indicate
that the integration method in line with the
acceptance of the culture of Canadian society
with the highest average value of 22.4 was higher
than the other components of cultural integration,
which indicates that Iranian immigrants in
Canada desire that their Iranian culture not be
completely lost in the new society with
immigration and that, if possible, the two cultures
of origin and destination be combined and in this
case they can create new cultural patterns. In
integration, there is a kind of real biculture and
loyalty to both cultures creates a kind of social
solidarity. Among the other components of
cultural integration, the exclusion method with
the lowest average is evidence that a very limited
number of immigrants believe that immigration is

a completely wrong process and do not desire any
integration with the cultures of new societies.
This group is those who did not migrate of their
own free will and were unable to have a sense of
belonging to the new society during their
immigration. Therefore, it is necessary that the
immigrant, considering the mutual influence of
the environment and humans on each other, as
well as the fundamental role of the environment
in forming their sense of values and capabilities,
be able to communicate and have a greater sense
of belonging given the cultural and social
components of the new society, so that perhaps in
this context they can solve the social crises caused
by immigration more quickly. In order to answer
the second question of the research, which is to
examine the effect of cultural components of
Iranian architecture on the level of immigrants'
sense of belonging to the place in the new society,
the results showed that among the cultural
components of lranian architecture, the security
component has the greatest impact on
immigrants' sense of belonging, followed by the
presence of privacy components in line with
respect for private life, introversion, connection
with nature and God, hierarchy, geometry, and
finally continuity and transparency, respectively,
have an impact on the sense of belonging to the
diaspora place. Factors such as the form of space,
the size of the space, visual and environmental
comfort, spatial organization and location, and
the sub-criteria of each, are considered factors
that create a sense of security that should be
considered in the design of housing and urban
space.

Conclusion

It can be said in a general view that the impact
of cultural beliefs on architecture in its
spiritual level, where housing in the belief of
Iranian people becomes a safe and sacred
place against the chaotic and unsafe world
outside it and where architecture crystallizes
from the exemplary patterns existing in the
human mind to create an order based on
spiritual and sacred mental ideas, to shape this
world as an example of a complete spiritual
world. And considering solutions to ensure
security, privacy and introversion in housing
and urban spaces of the host community is
necessary to increase the sense of belonging to
the diaspora place. Given the limitations of
this research, future research will address how
to apply architectural solutions to ensure
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security
housing

, privacy and introversion in the
of immigrants.
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