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Introduction: Women constitute half of the users of urban spaces and have the right to
access these spaces equally with men. However, since there are significant differences
between men and women in needs, perceptions of the environment, and behavioral patterns
in urban spaces, ignoring these differences may limit women’s presence in public spaces.

Data and Method: This study aimed to explain the design framework of women-friendly
urban spaces, focusing on urban streets in Kerman. The study employed a descriptive-
analytical method, utilizing field interviews and questionnaires through the Delphi technique.
The research population comprised 16 university professors, planners, and municipal
managers, selected using purposive and snowball sampling.

Results: The findings indicated that designing women-friendly streets, while considering
causal and interactive conditions as well as intervening and contextual factors, can increase
women’s presence in streets and promote greater interactions in a social context with other
citizens. These interactions contribute to women's sense of peace and satisfaction.

Conclusion: Urban design must prioritize security and safety while addressing the
elimination of defenseless and dilapidated urban spaces as fundamental components of
designing women-friendly streets. Accordingly, the components of urban design are
categorized into three dimensions, including legislation, structural —development,
and functionalism.
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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

Women constitute half of the users of urban spaces and have the right to access these spaces equally with men.
However, since there are significant differences between men and women in needs, perceptions of the
environment, and behavioral patterns in urban spaces, ignoring these differences may limit women’s presence
in public spaces.

Kerman, a city rich in historical and religious significance, faces unique challenges. Its strategic location — as a
transit route for drugs - and the influx of Afghan immigrants contribute to security concerns, instilling fear
among women and impacting their sense of safety. Given that the specific characteristics and needs of
contemporary Iranian women, their willingness to present, and the social and legal restrictions they face
influence urban space design, this study aimed to develop a framework for designing women-friendly urban
spaces. The core objective of developing this framework is to identify the critical considerations and changes
necessary within the urban design process to foster women-friendly urban spaces for contemporary Iranian
women.

Data and Method

This study aimed to explain the design framework of women-friendly urban spaces, focusing on urban streets
in Kerman. The study was developmental-theoretical in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms
of its nature and method to answer the questions. The study utilized a quantitative-qualitative method.
Qualitative data were collected through 16 interviews with women aged 30 to 65 years in Kerman, selected
through random sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. The interviews aimed to explore women’s
expectations and perceptions of urban design. The grounded theory was then employed to extract relevant
indicators and components for women-friendly urban design via MAXQDA software. Besides, the Delphi
technique was used, involving 16 university professors, managers, and urban planning elites. The participants
were selected using purposive and snowball sampling. The Delphi process spanned three rounds using
guestionnaires, and the collected data were then analyzed.

Results

A total of 392 initial codes were extracted from the interviews. These codes were analyzed and interpreted
across various dimensions, then elevated to core categories and main categories at a higher level, resulting in
19 main categories. In the third step, 3 core categories were identified within the research dimensions. In the
fourth step, through a synthesis of the initial codes, main concepts, and core categories, a women-friendly
urban design framework was developed to explain its components and indicators. The aim was to arrive at a
final model that addresses the main research question. Accordingly, based on the identified categories, three
types of categories were formed through the integration of the categories: contextual, interactive, and
consequential.

The findings indicated that designing women-friendly streets, while considering causal and interactive
conditions as well as intervening and contextual factors, can increase women’s presence in streets and promote
greater interactions in a social context with other citizens. These interactions contribute to women's sense of
peace and satisfaction.

Conclusion

The metainferential analysis of the interviews and the Delphi questionnaire revealed that what was
conceptualized in the interviews aligned with the results acquired through the Delphi questionnaire. The
components of urban space design were categorized into three overarching dimensions: legislative, structural,
and functional. The legislative dimension emphasized safety and security, inclusiveness and
comprehensiveness, functional separation, space optimization, participation, and andstandardization; the design
and implementation dimension highlighted client compatibility, elimination of defenseless spaces, appropriate
lighting and furniture, attention to functionalism in spaces, comfort, and tranquility; and the operational
dimension stressed maintaining security, preserving visual beauty, providing welfare facilities, human-
centeredness, constant dynamism, and the integration of streets and spaces as influential components.
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