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Background and Aim: Drug trafficking represents one of the most
significant security and social challenges in the southern region of
Kerman Province. Owing to its unique geographical position and
proximity to the border provinces of Sistan and Baluchestan and
Hormozgan, this area serves as a major corridor for narcotics transit. The
present study aims to conduct a spatial analysis and identify the
geographical, economic, and cultural factors that contribute to the
emergence and spread of drug trafficking in the region, with a focus on
its security and social aspects.

Methodology: This research employs a descriptive—analytical and
survey-based approach. Data were collected through a researcher-
designed questionnaire administered to 300 local residents of the
southern counties of Kerman Province. Data analysis was carried out
using the one-sample t-test and Pearson correlation coefficient.

Results: The geographical characteristics of the region—such as its vast
expanse, transit routes, flat plains, and adjacency to border provinces—
play a crucial role in the expansion of drug trafficking (with 70% of
respondents confirming a strong influence). Moreover, economic and
social factors including poverty, unemployment, weak security and
cultural infrastructures, and linguistic, religious, and cultural affinities
with neighboring provinces were found to have a significant impact on
the intensification of trafficking. For instance, drug addiction (89.67%),
lack of security equipment (87%), and economic hardship were
identified as key contributing factors. Statistical indicators demonstrated
a good fit for the conceptual model of the study.

Conclusion: Due to its distinctive geographical and structural
characteristics, southern Kerman Province occupies a critical position in
the dynamics of drug trafficking, setting it apart from other border
regions. Effective countermeasures require a multidimensional approach
that not only strengthens border control but also prioritizes economic,
cultural, and social development in the region.
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